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BE | T REMEMBERED t hat t he above-entitl ed and

nunbered natter cane on regularly to be heard before

the Arizona Power Plant and Transm ssion Line Siting

Conmm ttee, commencing at 2: 04 p.m on the 11th of

August, 2023, with all participants appearing via

vi deoconf er ence.

BEFORE: ADAM STAFFORD, Chai rman

APPEARANCES:
For the Applicant:

Al bert H. Acken, Esq.
Acken Law

111 East Dunl ap Avenue, Suite 1-172

Phoeni x, Ari zona 85020

ALSO PRESENT:

Dean Hazl e, SWCA
Tom Kor onki ewi cz, SWCA

Rachael Tayl or, Torch Cl ean Energy
Adam Davi s, Torch C ean Energy

Tod Brewer, Assistant to Chairman Stafford
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CHW. STAFFORD: Now is the tine set for the
prehearing conference for the Wnchester Transm ssion
Project, Line Siting Case 223.

"1l take appearances, please.

MR. ACKEN: Good afternoon, M. Chairmnan.

Bert Acken on behalf of the applicant, Wnchester
Transm ssion, LLC. Wth ne | have Rachael Tayl or and
Adam Davi s of the applicant's parent conpany, Torch
Cl ean Energy. W al so have Dean Hazl e and Tom

Kor onki ewi cz of SWCA.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Thank you. Now, t here have
been no requests to intervene in this natter. | | ooked
in the docket, and there's nothing.

You don't -- you don't anticipate any public
comment or intervention?

MR ACKEN:. W do not. W filed -- well, we
didn't file it. W shared with you yesterday, and it
wll be a hearing exhibit, the sunmary of the outreach
efforts we've nmade since the tinme of the application,
and you can see how robust that is, and very, very
littl e engagenent fromthat. So we're not anticipating
any public comment, even -- obviously, we'll be ready
for it, but we're not anticipating any adverse requests
for intervention, interventions at all, or even public
conment at this stage.
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CHWN. STAFFCORD: Just doubl e-checking. You
agree that Decenber 27th, 2023 is the tinme limt under
the statute for the Conmttee to act?

MR, ACKEN: Yes.

CHWN. STAFFORD: And you've conplied with the
procedural order and ARS 40-360.04(A), notice to
affected jurisdictions, which are Arizona State Land
Depart nent and Cochi se County, correct?

MR, ACKEN. | have. And the way that | have
done that, consistent with past practice, is | filed
the notice of affected jurisdictions with dockets, and
t hen dockets sends out those notices. So we are
aware -- we've confirnmed that those notices were sent.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Yes, and |I'm | ooking at your
filing here. And then you had -- the publishing was
done in the Herold on July 9th and 12th and the
Republic on July 10th, correct?

MR. ACKEN: That's correct.

CHWN. STAFFCORD: All right. Now, do you have
any objections or additions to the agenda?

MR. ACKEN: None what soever. You know,
again, we really appreciate you and the Commttee
working with us to get us in and we're | ooking forward
to it next week.

CHW. STAFFORD: Yes. This will be the

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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mai den voyage of the hearing officer process.

MR. ACKEN:. Happy to be on it with you. CQur
objective is to nake sure it goes as stream ined and as
efficient as possible.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Excellent. So it's next
Wednesday starting at 9:00. | guess we'll go until
you' re done presenting your case and then conme back at
5:30 for public coment fromb5:30 to 6:00. |
anticipate we'll probably go on the record, there wll
be nobody there, we'll go off the record until -- we'll
wait until at |least 6:00 to give people a chance to
show up and chine in. But if they don't, we'll just
cone back at 6:00 and that will be the end of it then.

You'l |l have sign-in fornms, | guess, in case
anybody does show up, correct?

MR. ACKEN: Yeah, we'll make sure we take
care of that.

M. Hazle, can you nake sure we have that.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Now, it's going to be -- it
w il be able to be broadcast on the Conmm ssion's
website and it will be on WebEx. And you' ve got the
information for the WebEx and for the call-in nunbers
fromthe Conm ssion?

MR. ACKEN: That's correct. So Mke in
conmuni cations provided the call-in and the WDbEX.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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That information is, | believe, on our website
currently, the project website. | see Rachael shaking
her head in confirmation, yes.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Now, it will just be --
you'l | have a panel of two w tnesses?

MR. ACKEN:. That's correct, M. Leach and
M. Hazle. And that's -- that's how we -- how we pl an
to handle it. Because of the | ocation we understand
that, you know, we're going to use one screen, SO a
little bit different, but otherwise it should be --
obviously we're going to cover the sane contents that
we would in any ot her CEC heari ng.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Right. And both your
W tnesses will be there physically, correct?

MR. ACKEN: That's correct. And we'll have
sonme other folks available in the room And then if
we -- if there's a need for back-up w tnesses, you
know, maybe we woul d need to do that renotely, but I
can't anticipate that's going to be necessary. W're
going to have the right people in the room

CHWN. STAFFORD: So you've confirmed with
M ke that you're going to have everything you need to
do your slide presentati on and everyt hi ng?

MR. ACKEN:. That's right, yes. 1'mgoing to
get there a little early next week just to nmake sure we

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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have everything set up.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Ckay. So there won't be a
tour and we should be able to conplete it all in that
one day. W've got the witness summaries fil ed.

So | guess, yeah, so just bring -- | guess
we'll need just a hard copy of the exhibits for nme, for
our records, and then another one for the court
reporter. You won't have to worry about | oading a
bunch of tablets for Menbers, because they won't be
t here.

MR. ACKEN. Do you know -- |I'msorry.

CHWN. STAFFCORD: Just designate themas W1,
W2 for your exhibits.

MR. ACKEN:. Ckay. That's what we'l | use.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Unl ess you had sonet hi ng
el se you prefer to use.

MR ACKEN:. | think -- in the procedural
order | think it was WIP, but it's fine. | don't know
that we've marked anything yet.

CHW. STAFFCORD: That's fine. WP is fine.
| couldn't renmenber if we designated it already.

It will be business casual attire for the
heari ng.

MR. ACKEN: Thank you. It's only going to
be, what, 110, so thank you.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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CHWN. STAFFORD: Yeah. W di pped down bel ow
it for a mnute, but now we're going to go back up.

All right. And you' ve taken care of the
financial arrangenents with the Comm ssi on?

MR. ACKEN: W have.

CHWN. STAFFORD: We've gotten the Staff
letter filed. 1t's good to go.

MR. ACKEN: Yes, and that will be one of our
exhibits as wel|.

CHWN. STAFFORD: You' ve got the proposed --
the draft CEC to ne al ready?

MR. ACKEN: Yes, both in Wrd and docket ed.

CHWN. STAFFCORD: Okay. Now, you've got --
now, for the permt status, there was not a permt
required for the line itself, but there was a speci al
use permt issued by the County for the solar project,
correct?

MR. ACKEN:. Correct, and then an anmendnent
that's al so been conpleted in July.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Ckay. There's no NEPA
process?

MR. ACKEN: That's correct. There is State
| and for the transmission line, and that is in process,
anticipated end of year, and we'll provide testinony on
t hat .
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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CHWN. STAFFORD: R ght. And that's -- ny
recoll ection of the application, that it's only
5 percent of the project would be on State | and, the
majority is private |and?

MR ACKEN:. It's actually the reverse on the
transm ssion. So the first phase of the sol ar project
is on entirely private |land, and that's where that
eastern edge of the transm ssion corridor is private
| and, but then the vast nmajority of the corridor is on
State | and.

CHW. STAFFORD: All right. Any other issues
that, from your perspective, we need to address there,
M. Acken?

MR. ACKEN: Just one curiosity question from
me. Do you -- have you heard if any Conm ttee Menbers
m ght want to listen in, since they can, and are we
goi ng to make sure that the agenda is such that if they
do they can ask questions? | just want to -- | just
want to nmake sure we're set up for success.

CHWN. STAFFORD: To ny know edge, none of
t hem are planning on attendi ng and they woul dn't be
asking questions. | think a couple nmay end up vi ew ng
it. If they all show up renotely, then it kind of
def eats the purpose of having the hearing officer do
the hearing if the Commttee is all going to show up

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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anyway. But, yeah, | think a couple may be watchi ng,
but none are planning on attending, to ny know edge.
MR, ACKEN. Ckay.
CHWN. STAFFORD: The other thing is, since
this will be just before the hearing officer of the
Conmttee, you'll be filing a brief after the hearing.

We don't have to set the briefing schedul e today.

We'll do that at the end of the hearing. But | just
want to rem nd you of that so you're -- so you can
antici pate that and be ready to have a -- to let ne

know when you want to have the brief in by.

MR. ACKEN: Understood. | still -- you know,
| would still very nuch like to hold the review by the
full Commttee on Septenber 8th, when the Commttee is
already neeting in Flagstaff on that Friday afternoon,
to the extent that's available. And so, you know,
we'll make sure that the briefing is done on ny end and
submt it wwth adequate tine for the Commttee to
revi ew.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Yeah, about that. W
haven't set that yet, and | don't -- I"'mthinking we're
probably not going to do it on the 8th for this one.
Because one of the points of having the hearing officer
do the hearing, and then have a neeting where the
Conmttee addresses it, is to do nore than one agenda

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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itemfor the Commttee neeting, do nmultiple things
i nstead of just neeting on each thing individually.

So what will probably end up happening is
we'll have to cone up with a date for the Commttee to
neet, to have the neeting, and they woul d address both
the Wnchester Project and then the Cbed Meadow
Project. | think we're | ooking to put both of those on
t he sane neeti ng.

MR ACKEN. I will -- 1 will ask, you know,
that it be set as soon as possible. W have sone
urgency with the schedule for this project, which is
why we're going before you as it is, and so that's why
that 8th was very appealing to us in Septenber. M
under st andi ng, fromwhat | have heard about that other
project, it's got briefing that's not even due until
the 8th and | heard sonet hing about a neeting being in
Cctober. And | would very nuch respectfully ask that
we be heard prior to Cctober by the full Commttee.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Ckay. Well, we'll have
to -- yeah, | think it would be before October. |
think it would probably be later in Septenber, just
after the 8th. Because | think their briefs are due
the 8th, you know, and then I think a week or two after
that we'd be ready to set the next neeting, to put it
on the agenda.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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MR. ACKEN: Yeah. | think, when | was
| ooki ng at the cal endar for the Comm ssi on neetings,
there's an early Novenber one. |'mgoing off of nenory
right now | would very nuch like to be on the
Novenber Open -- Commi ssion Open Meeting for this
project. And of course, as you know, it's got to be 30
days after you docket it. So anything we can do to
make sure that we're on that Novenber Conmm ssion
neeting, | would be very grateful and appreciative.

CHW. STAFFORD: So if you can |let ne know
what the date would be -- the deadline for us to
transmt it to the Comm ssion to get it on that
Novenber nmeeting. Do you have the -- do you have the
mat h wor ked out or the cal endari ng?

MR ACKEN: I'Ill pull it up right nowif
you're patient with ne. And again, of course, it's
subj ect to change, right, but assumng it does not.

CHWN. STAFFCORD: Yeah, they have a
conti ngency date of Novenber 2, don't they?

MR ACKEN: It is earlier Novenber.

MR HAZLE: Wuld the stand-al one neeting for
W nchester and Cbed Meadow be at the ACC offices or at
a different | ocation?

CHWN. STAFFORD: Yes. W haven't set that
yet, so |l think ny goal was to just do it in the sane

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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| ocati on where we're hol ding the heari ng next week,
in the upstairs conference room at the Conm ssion.
Some Menbers woul d probably show up in person, sone
woul d attend renotely, but we'd be able to do it

t here.

I think the hearing roons are all booked up
because the APS rate case just got under way and they
have a nyriad of other cases going on in Hearing Room
2, it looks like, |ooking at the Conm ssion cal endar,
so | think that roomis our best bet. M goal wll be
to set it in that sane |ocation.

MR. ACKEN: So the current schedule for the
Novenber Open Meeting is Novenber 2nd with a
conti ngency not until Novenmber 29th. And so, again,
|'d very -- if we can make that Novenber 2nd Open
Meeting at the Comm ssion. So 30 days before that is,
it would have to be docketed by October 3rd.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Okay. So they need a CEC to
t he Conmm ssion by Cctober 3rd to nake the Novenber 2nd
Open Meeti ng?

MR. ACKEN: That's right.

CHWN. STAFFORD: That will work. W could --
t he Cbed Meadow and the Wnchester could both be on the
sane Conmmttee neeting before Cctober 3rd.

MR. ACKEN. Gkay. Thank you.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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CHWN. STAFFORD: It may not be the
Septenber 8th date, but we can get to it certainly
bef ore Cct ober 3rd.

MR. ACKEN: No, that's fine. dven the
Conmi ssion's schedule, that won't affect us, but thank
you for that accommobdation if at all possible.

CHWN. STAFFCORD: Have you posted the
Septenber 8th date on the project website?

MR HAZLE: W posted it on the project
website and put down a few deposits on Septenber 8th
hearing logistics as well. | nmean, if the ship has
sailed, we can figure it out. But, you know, it was
sort of choreographed anong three devel opers, so it
mght be a little conplicated to unwind at this point,
but, you know, we can nake it happen.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Yeah. Because if it's
saying that there's going to be a neeting on the 8th,
and there's not going to be a neeting on the 8th, the
website shouldn't say there's a neeting on the 8th. So
you'll need to take that off of there.

Is that everything, Tod? Do we need to
addr ess anyt hi ng el se?

MR BREWER | don't believe so,

M. Chairman. Thank you.
MR. ACKEN:. M. Chairman, before we go off

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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the record, | just want to see what our notice of
hearing says. Gkay. That just references the 16th. |
don't believe it references the subsequent date.

CHW. STAFFORD: No, the notice of hearing
does not. No.

MR. ACKEN:. Ckay.

CHWN. STAFFORD: | think it was pointed out
to me that you had the Septenber 8th date on the
project website, so you just need to take that off --

MR. ACKEN: Yep, will do.

CHW. STAFFORD: -- until it gets officially
set.

So Cctober 3rd, we need it by then.

Ckay. |Is there anything el se, M. Acken?

MR. ACKEN: No, not from ne.

At this tine I'd ask ny team if |I've m ssed
anything or if there's any other questions, nowis the
time.

(No response.)

MR. ACKEN: Hearing nothing. Thank you so
much.

CHW. STAFFORD: Thank you very much. Wth
that, we are adjourned.

(The prehearing conference concl uded at
2:21 p.m)
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STATE OF ARI ZONA )
COUNTY OF MARI COPA )

BE IT KNOMN that the foregoi ng proceedi ngs
were taken before ne; that the foregoing pages are a
full, true, and accurate record of the proceedings all
done to the best of ny skill and ability; that the
proceedi ngs were taken down by ne in shorthand and
thereafter reduced to print under ny direction.

| CERTIFY that | amin no way related to any
of the parties hereto nor aml in any way interested in
t he out cone hereof.

| CERTIFY that | have conplied with the
ethical obligations set forth in ACIA 7-206(F)(3) and
ACJA 7-206 J(1)(9)(1l) and (2). Dated at Phoeni x,
Ari zona, this 14th day of August, 2023.

[0 i o

KATHRYN A. BLACKWELDER
Certified Reporter
Certificate No. 50666

I CERTIFY that d enni e Reporting Services,
LLC, has conplied with the ethical obligations set
forth in ACIA 7-206(J)(1)(g)(1) through (6).

e o

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC
Regi stered Reporting Firm
Ari zona RRF No. R1035
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