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BE | T REMEMBERED t hat t he above-entitled and
nunbered natter cane on regularly to be heard before
the Arizona Power Plant and Transm ssion Line Siting
Committee at Arizona Corporation Conm ssion, 1200 West
Washi ngt on, 2nd Fl oor Conference Room conmmencing at

9:09 a.m on the 16th of August, 2023.

BEFORE: ADAM STAFFORD, Chai rman

LEONARD DRAGO, Departnent of Environnmental Quality
GABBY SAUCEDO MERCER, Ari zona Corporation Comm ssion
JON H GOLD, Ceneral Public

DAVI D FRENCH, Arizona Departnent of Water Resources
(via vi deoconf erence)

R DAVI D KRYDER, Agriculture

(via videoconference)

MARGARET " TOBY" LITTLE, PE, CGeneral Public

(via videoconference)

APPEARANCES:
For the Applicant:

Al bert H Acken, Esq.

Acken Law

111 East Dunl ap Avenue, Suite 1-172
Phoeni x, Ari zona 85020
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CHW. STAFFORD: Now is the tine set for the
hearing on the application for a Certificate of
Envi ronnmental Conpatibility by Wnchester Transm ssion,
LLC, Docket No. L-21256A-23-0199-00223, Line Siting
Case 223.

Let's take appearances, please.

MR. ACKEN:. Good norning, M. Chairman.
Thank you. Bert Acken of Acken Law on behalf of the
applicant, Wnchester Transm ssion, LLC

CHW. STAFFORD: Al right. And I will note
t hat Menbers Kryder, Gold, Drago, and Mercer are in
attendance at this hearing.

M. Acken, would you |ike to make an openi ng
stat enent ?

VR. ACKEN: | woul d, thank you. It will
be -- it will be brief.

As you can see on the screen on the WbEx and
in front of you, we greatly appreciate the opportunity
to present this project, particularly in this unique
forum so l'd like -- | want to start off by thanking
the Chairman and the Commttee for your willingness to
provide for the hearing officer option.

As you will hear today, this project is a
very, very | ate-stage devel opnent project that needs a
CEC very soon in order to neet in-service dates and
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provi de needed power to the region. So, again, we
t hank you for going on this new adventure with us with
this hearing officer process.

Let me tell you a little bit about the
project itself. The transm ssion project is an
approximately 15-mle transmission line that is shown

in the hatched line on the map that you see. That is

marked as Slide 20. That will be in our hearing
presentation. The transmssion line will originate at
the solar project. And I'll nention the solar project

inalittle bit.

Thank you. M. Hazle is outlining the sol ar
proj ect boundary right there that's north of |[10.

All project facilities are |located in Cochise
County. You see the solar project is located primarily
on private lands, certainly the first phase will be.
The transnmission line is |ocated al nost entirely on
State Trust lands. Fromthe project site, it heads
west, crosses Three Links Road tw ce, crosses two ot her
pl anned transm ssion lines in the area that this
Committee is very famliar with, SunzZia and El R o Sol
before it interconnects to an existing bay within the
W nchester substation that you see right there in that
map inset that M. Hazle is highlighting.

For reference, again, you see 110 on the

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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eastern side of that map. The town of WIllcox is just
to the east of the -- of the map. You can see in that
very northeast corner where he's highlighting sone of
the community roads.

Next sli de.

So about the solar project itself. It is a
160- negawatt sol ar and 160- negawatt battery storage
facility, again, located in unincorporated Cochise
County. As | nentioned at the outset, all major
studies are conplete. M. Leach, one of our two
W t nesses, will describe where the teamis in the
devel opnent process. Al local discretionary permts
obtained, this project is in the very final stages of
the interconnection process, with a start of
construction anticipated in 2024.

W are going to have two witnesses in one
panel, Scott Leach, sitting directly in front of ne, of
Torch O ean Energy and Dean Hazle of SWCA, who w | |
present testinony regarding the project, the applicant,
which is Wnchester Transm ssion, and its parent, Torch

Cl ean Energy, who has an extensive devel oprment

portfolio -- an operational portfolio, |I should say, in
Ari zona and t hroughout the country. W'I|l|l talk about
the project in detail, present a virtual tour, go

t hrough the public outreach, public notice, and then
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the factors for environnental conpatibility, as well as
M. Hazle's expert opinion as to the project's
environnental conpatibility.

One other thing | want to note is, we are --
the project has a project substation -- step-up
substation on the solar project site. W are not
requesting approval for that project substation. And
that is consistent wwth what is recent gui dance --
rel atively recent guidance from the Conmm ssion that
substations do not need to be sited given the statutory
| anguage, only associated switchyards. That's a bit of
a change fromwhat | have done in the past. But given
t hat recent gui dance, we are not seeking authority for
t he substati on.

Wth that said, we are going to present sone
testinony on that. And if the Commttee di sagrees and
bel i eves that that should be sited, we would certainly
ask for that to be included in the CEC one way or the
other, either a conclusion of law that it's not
necessary or included in our CEC. So that's one little
nuance that | wanted to nention.

To orient you to our hearing materials, we
have several exhibits all nmarked WIP. WWP-1 is the
application itself. WP-2 is our hearing slides that
wll be on the screen today. WWP-3 is the sumary of

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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public outreach efforts that have been conducted
primarily subsequent to the filing, and this is done
pursuant to procedural order.

WP-4 is a chain of correspondence with
Ari zona Gane and Fish. This project is |ocated cl ose
to the WIllcox Playa, and so there is, of course,
interest in resources -- biological resources
associated with the Wllcox Playa. And so the Torch
t eam has been in extensive conversati ons and
di scussions with Gane and Fish, and we will present
testi nony on that.

WP-5 is the Comm ssion Staff letter. |'m
happy to report this project has a system i npact study
that was presented to Conmm ssion Staff pursuant to a
di scovery request. And so -- excuse ne. So WIP-5 is
t hat Commi ssion Staff response letter in which they
state, based on Staff's review of the application, as
well as the applicant's response to a Staff-issued data
request, Staff concludes the proposed project could
inmprove the reliability, safety of the grid, and
delivery of power in Arizona. So we wll present
testi nony on that.

WP-6 is conmuni cations with the State
Hi storic Preservation Ofice regarding cul tural
resources. M. Hazle will testify that this project
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w ||l have no inpact on cultural resources, but wll go
t hrough the correspondence and studies that lead himto
t hat concl usi on.

| believe we're going to have |i ke one or two
addi tional slides -- excuse ne -- exhibits that we'll
tal k through as we go due to sone | at e-breaki ng
information that has cone in that we weren't able to
include in that -- in that binder, so -- but we wll
address that in our presentation.

So that concludes ny opening renmarks. W
think this is a great project. W think the testinony
wll showthat this is an excellently sited and nearly
shovel -ready project, and so we | ook forward to
presenting to you today and for the Conmttee's
review -- for the full Commttee as soon as we possibly
can. And with that, |I'm happy to get started, answer
any questi ons.

CHWN. STAFFCORD: Thank you, M. Acken. Wuld
you like to call your witness panel and I'lI|l get them
sworn in?

MR. ACKEN: Yes, thank you. Wnchester
Transm ssion, LLC calls Scott Leach and Dean Hazl e.

CHWN. STAFFORD: M. Leach, oath or
affirmati on?

MR. LEACH. Affirmation, please.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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(Scott Leach was duly affirnmed by the
Chai rman.)
CHWN. STAFFORD: M. Hazl e.
MR. HAZLE: | do.
CHW. STAFFORD: Gath or affirmation?
MR. HAZLE: Excuse ne. Affirmation.
(Dean Hazle was duly affirnmed by the
Chai rman.)
CHWN. STAFFORD: Pl ease proceed, M. Acken.
MR, ACKEN:. Thank you.

W LSON SCOTT LEACH, DEAN HAZLE,
call ed as wtnesses as a panel on behalf of Applicant,
havi ng been previously affirmed by the Chairnman to
speak the truth and nothing but the truth, were

exam ned and testified as foll ows:

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON
BY MR ACKEN:

Q M. Leach, please state your nane, enpl oyer,
and busi ness address for the record.

A (MR LEACH) WIson Scott Leach. | work for
Torch Cl ean Energy, LLC, and ny business address is
929 Pearl Street, Suite 300, Boul der, Col orado 80302.

Q In what capacity do you work for Torch?

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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A (MR LEACH) I'mthe chief comercial officer
for Torch, where |I'mresponsi ble for the devel opnent
and conpl etion of our projects.

Q And provide a summary of your educationa
background and wor k experience.

A (MR LEACH) | have a master's of science and
a master's of business adm nistration fromthe
Uni versity of Colorado and a bachelor's of arts from
M ddl ebury College. And ny role and responsibility at
Torch is to | ead the devel opnent of our projects and
take themfrominitial concept all the way through to
financing and construction, and that's ny
responsibility wth the Wnchester project.

Q Sunmari ze the topics that you're going to
cover today in your testinony.

A (MR LEACH) So today |I'mgoing to provide an
overvi ew of our application, provide a summary of the
sol ar project, and then go into sone detail on the
transm ssion project that we're here to present today,
and specifically tal king about the route, the CEC
corridor, the right-of-way, the purpose and need of the
project, and then sone of the transmi ssion |ine
specifics, and then get into sone of the permtting
that we've already achieved for the project.

Q Turning next to M. Hazle, please state your

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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nanme, enployer, and busi ness address for the record.

A (MR HAZLE) WM nane is Dean Hazle. |I'm
enpl oyed by SWCA Environnental Consultants. My
busi ness address is 1645 South Pl aza Way in Fl agstaff,
Ari zona.

Q What do you do for SWCA?

A (MR HAZLE) |I'mthe planning team |l ead for
northern Arizona, | also serve as a project nmnager,
primarily focusing on permtting and conpliance for
renewabl e energy devel opnents, focusing on siting,
permtting, things of that nature. |'ve worked with
SWCA since early 2022.

Q Next, provide a brief overview of your
educati onal experi ence and wor k background.

A (MR HAZLE) | have a bachelor's of science
in geology from Hope Coll ege in Holland, M chigan. |

have about 10 years of technical and managenent --

excuse ne. |'ve held technical and nanagenent
positions in state governnent, industry, and consulting
over approximately a 10-year period. |In my previous

role | was the assistant director for the Massachusetts
Energy Facilities Siting Board, which is that state's
anal ogue to the Line Siting Commttee.

Q And have you testified before the Commttee
previ ousl y?

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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A (MR HAZLE) | have. 1've testified in five
cases since 2022. The case nunbers are shown on the
slide. Each of these cases is focused on generation
intertie transm ssion |lines of varying | engths.

Q And woul d you consi der those projects simlar
in context and scope to this project today?

A (MR HAZLE) | would. 1've focused on
projects that are rural, |ike the Wnchester
Transm ssion Project, and urban, and simlar |engths as
wel | .

Q Thank you. What was SWCA's role in this
proj ect ?

A (MR HAZLE) SWCA was engaged by Torch to
prepare the CEC application in the spring of 2023. |
bel i eve we'd been working for Torch before that tine as
wel | conducting prelimnary resource assessnents. M
role specifically was to prepare the CEC application,

i ncludi ng Exhibits A through J, which cover | and use,
cultural, biological, and visual resources.

Addi tionally, we supported the public invol vemrent and
public notice process for CEC hearings. | personally
coordi nated the environnental studies and oversaw the
conpilation of informati on contained in each exhibit.

Q VWhat w || your testinobny cover here today?

A (MR HAZLE) M testinony is going to start

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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off wwth a virtual route tour of the transm ssion
project. Then I'll nove in and cover the public
i nvol vermrent, descri bing the outreach process and public
notice activities |leading up to the hearings today.
And then I'Il cover each of the environnental resource
topics that correspond to the exhibits in the
application. Finally, I'lIl provide a statenent on the
overall conpatibility of the Wnchester Transm ssion
Pr oj ect .

Q Thank you both

M. Leach, this is the first tine that the

Comm ttee has seen Torch C ean Energy, so |I'd |like you
to take a nonent and explain for the Chairman at this
time and for the record for the Commttee who
W nchester Transm ssion, LLC and its parent, Torch
Cl ean Energy, are.

A (MR LEACH) Wnchester Transm ssion, LLCis
a wholly owned subsidiary of Torch C ean Energy. Torch
is a privately held renewabl e energy devel opnent
conpany that's focused on turnkey devel opnent
t hroughout the United States. W started in 2008,
actually, as part of an oil and gas conpany i n Houston,
but then in 2015 we becane i ndependent, focused
entirely on renewable energy. And we're really focused
on specific devel opnents that we believe will go from

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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conceptual phase all the way through into construction
and really pride ourselves on bringing those projects
t hrough the process into construction.

If you go to the next slide, we have 18
proj ects across the country, totaling about
800 negawatts, that are either in operation or
construction, and have a total pipeline of around
5 gigawatts. | think it's inportant to note that we
have been working in Arizona since 2014 and have seven
proj ects or phases of facilities across the state,
representi ng about 250 negawatts. Those range from
bot h public power utilities and al so i nvestor-owned
utilities. And as we'll get into later in the
presentation, there's two operating solar and storage
facilities currently in the state that we have
devel oped.

Q Before we tal k about the jurisdictiona
facilities, which, again, are the transm ssion |ine and
i nterconnection facilities, I'd |like you to provide an
overview of the solar project that that transm ssion
line will interconnect.

A (MR LEACH) The Wnchester energy project is
a 160- negawatt sol ar photovoltaic facility with
160- negawatt energy storage facility. |It's located in
Cochi se County, about 3 and a half mles away from

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporti ng. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N L O

LS CASE NO. 223 VOLUME | 08/16/2023 17

Wllcox. | think it's inmportant to note that all of
our mmj or studi es have been conpl eted on the project.
We have received all of our |ocal discretionary
permts. W are in the final stages of the

i nt erconnecti on process, and we hope to start
construction in 2024. And as we'll touch on later, we
have al so started procurenent of |ong-I|ead equi pnent
itens specifically as it relates to the transm ssion
i ne.

CHWN. STAFFORD: What are the | ongest-I| ead
itens?

MR. LEACH. Switch gear and then, behind
that, transfornmers.

So to junp into the solar side of the
project, again, it's a 160-nmegawatt photovoltaic
facility that's conposed of nodul es, a single-access
tracker, central inverters, an underground distribution
system and then a step-up substation. The project
itself is located on a conbination of private | and,
whi ch is about 3,000 acres, and Arizona State | and,
whi ch is about a thousand acres.

One slide forward.

W received our special use permt from
Cochise County in May of -- May 10th of 2023, and then
we went back and got a second approval in July of 2023.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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And we should note that the reason why we did it a
second tinme was because there was a nei ghbor who want ed
to participate in the project, and so we included that
nei ghbor in the project to have their land permtted by
Cochi se County.

BY MR ACKEN:

Q Next, tal k about the energy storage conmponent
of the project.

A (MR LEACH) The energy storage facility is
going to be a 160-nmegawatt facility with 4 hours of
storage. It is designed to integrate the use of the
sol ar energy that's produced and then dispatch it when
the interconnecting utility, whichis -- for it to be
di spatched. It's going to be a nodular systemthat's
basically containers that are conposed of |ithiumion
batteries, integrated inverters, and then a cooling
unit inside there, and then there would be also a
medi um vol tage transforner that is simlar to the PV
all interconnecting to the project substation.

And one of the key benefits here wth the
storage for the project is that it will provide energy
that's di spat chabl e upon demand and then al so w ||
provide ancillary services to the grid.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Quick question. Wo's the
responding fire departnent for this |ocation?

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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MR. LEACH. The Gty of WII cox.

CHWN. STAFFORD: City of WIIcox?

MR, LEACH: Yes.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Have they -- do they have
any experience of the equi pnent needed to conbat a
battery fire should one ever occur?

MR. LEACH So we have reached out to themto
start that conversation, and that is an ongoi ng
conversation. So | can't coment at this tine exactly
all of the equi pnent that they have; |'m unaware of
that. But in our other projects that we' ve done in
sout hern Arizona, we have worked through that process.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Okay. Good. So they're
aware of it and they have an idea of what to be
prepared for then?

MR LEACH Yes. And that will be addressed
|ater in the design process as we approach our buil ding
permt with them

CHWN. STAFFORD: Thank you.

BY MR ACKEN:

Q And you show a photograph on Slide 16 that
says a close-up and aerial of an existing BESS at an
Arizona project. So you have experience operating and
working with local fire departnments, is that correct?

A (MR LEACH) That's correct. So the project

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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that we see on the right-hand side is the Chirreon
energy facility that is currently owned by Trico
El ectric Cooperative, and it was designed to provide
power to the Oracle area in their service territory.
There's a second project, a simlar size, that also is
operating that's in the city of Marana.
Q Next, tal k about the status of the
I nt erconnecti on process.
A (MR LEACH) In 2019 we started the

i nterconnection process for this project with Tucson
El ectric Power by following their |arge generation
I nt erconnecti on process, and we have gone through all
of the studies. 2019 we received our feasibility
study, in 2020 received our system i npact study for
both the solar and the storage, and in 2021 there was a
draft facility study that was issued to us. That
facility study is being revisited for optim zati on of
desi gn and al so updati ng the cost, and we expect that
study to be conpleted this nonth, after which we w ||
t hen advance to an i nterconnection agreenent wth TEP.

CHWN. STAFFORD: And what is the projected
date to finalize the interconnection agreenent?

MR. LEACH. W hope we can have that executed
as soon as possible, but within the next coupl e of
nont hs.
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CHWN. STAFFORD: Now, you filed your

10-year -- your first 10-year plan January 31st of this
year ?

MR LEACH. | believe that is correct, yes,
sir.

CHWN. STAFFORD: And you' ve already gotten
your systeminpact study conpleted. That's great.

The interconnecting utility is Tucson
El ectric Power in this case, though, correct?

VR. LEACH: Yes, sir.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Thank you. Pl ease proceed.

MR. LEACH. | think one other point that we'd
like to point out is that there's no network upgrades
needed for this project. It is just interconnecting
directly into an existing bay. And it wll be the cost
of the local interconnection facilities that is needed
to interconnect the project and not upgrades across the
system

CHWN. STAFFORD: Well, that's good news.

MR. LEACH We think so.

MR, ACKEN. M. Chairman, we hoped you and
the Conm ttee woul d agree.

CHW. STAFFORD: | seemto recall a
significant discussion on this at the prior hearing.

MR. ACKEN: Yes. So very happy that we have
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that, as well as the Staff letter.
BY MR ACKEN:

Q And nmaybe -- nmaybe now is a good tinme,

M. Leach, for you to reference that Staff letter. So
if you could turn to what's been nmarked as WIP-5, and
|'mgoing to ask you to confirma couple things in this
letter.

Is this a letter dated August 8th, 2023 to
t he Chairman, Adam Stafford, from Douglas C ark,
interimdirector of the Uilities D vision?

A (MR LEACH) Yes, it is.

Q And is it your understanding that this is in
response to the Chairman's letter requesting any input
that the Comm ssion Staff m ght have regarding the
reliability of this project?

A (MR LEACH) Yes. Yes, it is.

Q And if you would, for the record, | have
already stated it, but so we can get it into the
evidentiary record, read the first paragraph under
Concl usi ons and Recommendati ons.

A (MR LEACH) Based on Staff's review of the
application, as well as the applicant's response to the
Staff-issued data request, Staff concludes the proposed
project could inprove the reliability, safety of the
grid, and delivery of power in Arizona.
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Q Thank you very nuch. Now let's tal k about
the jurisdictional facilities, the transm ssion
project. Provide an overview of that.

A (MR LEACH) The transm ssion project is an
approxi mately 15-mle, 345-kV ACline that will start
at the project substation and proceed al nost due west
to the Tucson Electric Wnchester Substation. Just
bef ore we reach the substation, it will then kind of
nmove in a southwesterly direction.

As mentioned earlier, 95 percent of the line
is located on Arizona State | ands and a snal |
percentage is |located on private |and, which is -- that
smal |l percentage is the project site.

The purpose of this line is to deliver
renewabl e energy into the transm ssion system and
support |load growh and, inportantly, peak denand,
especially during the summer, for Arizona-I| oad-serving
entities.

CHWN. STAFFCORD: Do you have an offtaker for
t he energy yet?

MR, LEACH. W are currently under an NDA,
but I can comment that we have participated in two
conpetitive RFPs and have been selected and are in
negoti ati ons on both of those PPAs --

CHWN. STAFFORD: Thank you.
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MR LEACH. =-- to fully sell power fromthe
pr oj ect .

CHWN. STAFFORD: So that was a yes, correct?

MR, LEACH: Yes.

CHWN. STAFFCORD: Thank you.

MR. ACKEN: To the extent that he can
subj ect to the NDA

CHWN. STAFFORD: R ght. Can't disclose the
identity of it, but the existence of an offtaker, yes.
Thank you.

MR, LEACH. Yes. To make it sinple, yes.
BY MR ACKEN:

Q I'd like you now to provide sone additiona
details about the route itself that the transm ssion
line will traverse.

A (MR LEACH) The route starts on the
eastern-nost side of the corridor where the red dot is.
I'll note that you can see the corridor is |arger
north/south in that area for optimzation of exactly
where the project substation is |ocated, but at this
point we are optim zing towards an area that is in the
center of the corridor, so basically it would be the
t housand feet directly across. It then goes in a
westerly direction alnost all the way across the Three
Li nks Road tw ce, at which point we cross under the
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pl anned SunZia and EIl Rio Sol lines, and then we nove
in a southwesterly direction into the Wnchester
Subst ati on.

Q You nentioned the corridor. Describe, in
addi ti onal detail, the requested corridor and
right-of-way for this project.

A (MR LEACH) So the |argest -- naximum part
of the corridor is 4,000 feet. As | nentioned, that
was for optim zation purposes for our project
substation. But the majority of the corridor is a
t housand feet wide. W plan to have our established
right-of-way to be -- 90 percent of it be 150 feet w de
in certain places, and only 10 percent of the route be
250 feet wwde. And the main reason for the difference
between the widths is a two-pole structure versus a
t hree- pol e structure.

Q What structures do you antici pate using for
the transm ssion |ine?

A (MR LEACH) W anticipate using a two-pole
H-frane and a three-pole tangent structure, which are
shown on the | eft-hand side and the bottomof it.
There is a chance that these could be steel, but our
current design calls for wooden poles along the entire
route of the line. However, there will be two A-frane
structures, one where we originate at the project site
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and one where we termnate at the Wnchester

Substation. The poles wll be approximtely 600 to

800 feet apart. The nmaxi mrum hei ght we anticipate to be
150 feet, but nost we think are going to be 90 feet
tall. And then we'll have a m ni mum conduct or

cl earance of 30 feet.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Now, you're using wooden
poles for the majority of this |ine?

MR, LEACH. Currently we have a 30 percent
desi gn set conpleted, and that calls for wooden pol es,
but there is a chance that we nay need steel in sone
pl aces.

CHWN. STAFFCORD: Now, nobst of these projects
that |1've seen, they're a steel nonopole structure. |Is
there a reason for the wood structures for this one?
|'mjust curious. You don't typically see those for
t hese projects.

MR. ACKEN:. | can speak to it fromprior
cases that |I've been involved. And it really depends,
in ny experience, on the entity with whom you're
i nterconnecting. So, for exanple, | had a case that
was on the border of Pima and Pinal, also primarily
wooden H-frane structures because -- and again, it was
a 345 voltage or | ower, maybe that one was even 230, as
opposed to a 500. So certainly 500, |I think the cases
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that | have brought, are going to be steel, but
anything lower than that it really depends on
site-specific characteristics and soneti nes your
i nterconnecting utility's preference.

But with that intro, |I'm not under oath,
M. Leach, if you could confirmor supplenent, please
do.

MR. LEACH. Certainly can talk to our
engi neering team about that current design. One of the
di scussions that we had between the two design options
was a thought of a steel structure would allow a second
conductor to be hung in the future. But the planned
345 line wll have enough capacity on it to allow for
future expansions of this project if needed, so we
don't anticipate a second transm ssion |ine being
needed.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Are the wooden -- are the
wooden structures cheaper than the steel nobnopol es?

MR. LEACH. That is also part of the case,
yes.

CHWN. STAFFORD: There you go. Thank you.
BY MR ACKEN:

Q Al right. Thank you. Let's turn next to

where you're at in the developnent. | nentioned in ny
openi ng our appreciation for the Chairman and the

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporti ng. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N L O

LS CASE NO. 223 VOLUME | 08/16/2023 28

Conmttee in allowng us to hold a hearing in this way,
given the tinme franes we're on. So if you could
expl ain where you're at and why it's inportant that we
nove t hrough this process expeditiously.

A (MR LEACH) So one of Torch's key
phi |l osophies is to present projects to the appropriate
authorities when they're at the appropriate ml estone,
and we believe this project has an advanced stage of
devel opnent to be ready to be presented to you all to
nove t hrough the process and into construction. So to
t hat extent, we have secured all of our site control
for the project. W have received all of our |ocal
di scretionary permts wth Cochise County. W expect
to be finished with the interconnection process in the
com ng nont hs and have an executed interconnection
agreenent. W have ordered |ong-I|ead equi pnent, the
switch gear, as | nentioned earlier. W have conpleted
a 30 percent design for the transmssion |line and are
starting on our 60 percent design set right now W're
obviously in the CEC process here today, and we are
working with the State Land Department to concl ude our
ri ght-of-way approval in the com ng nonths. So we are
targeting to have this project start construction next
year.

Q Ckay. Thank you, M. Leach. W wll cone
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back to you at later points in this presentation.

R ght now we are going to turn to M. Hazle
to discuss first the virtual tour that was devel oped
for the project.

A (MR HAZLE) Thank you, M. Acken. | believe
the Chairman's famliar with the format of a virtual
flyover tour, but, in lieu of conpleting a hearing near
the project itself where we could have the opportunity
to see it in person, we thought this was a useful tool
for this hearing format.

(Virtual Tour Plays.)

MR HAZLE: So this is going to take us
through the route fromwest to east. Again, just to
orient the audi ence here today, the solar project is on
the right-hand side. | don't nean to be redundant, but
that's what we're showi ng here. TEP W nchester
Substation on the west, and then the requested CEC
corridor is highlighted in gray there. Mst of our
maps in the application show the CEC corridor. For the
benefit of the flyover tour, we show the center |ine of
the corridor with the structure spacing that Torch
pl ans to use.

Over here on the west side of the flyover
tour in this view we have existing transm ssion |ines
in this darker blue color and then the planned EIl R o
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Sol and SunZia lines just represented by the teal and
purple lines on the topography there.

CHW. STAFFORD: So the blue line is which --
which line is that?

MR HAZLE: This is an -- this is an existing
transm ssion |line that connects -- that exists today
and connects into the Wnchester Substation.

CHWN. STAFFORD: And what voltage is that
i ne?

MR HAZLE: This is a 345-kV substation. And
so that |line passing through is also 345, to the best
of our know edge.

CHWN. STAFFORD: All right. And the SunZi a
and EIl Rio Sol, they don't -- they bypass this
substation, they don't connect there at all, do they?

MR, HAZLE: Correct.

CHWN. STAFFORD: And those are 500-kV lines,
|"mpretty sure.

MR. LEACH. That's the teal |ine that you see
t here.

CHW. STAFFORD: Right. The teal and the
purpl e one, you said, are the two -- SunZia and the
El Ro Sol, right?

MR, HAZLE: Correct.

So the yellow line represents the route of
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the Wnchester Transm ssion Project. You can see it's
a pretty straightforward route tour. You know,
soneti nes we have nore conplications with an urban
setting, but we're crossing, you know, gently
undul ati ng rangel and, predom nantly uni nproved, used
for agricultural -- excuse ne -- cattle grazing
presently. And you can see, you know, we have these
H-frane tangent structures where the line is just
mar chi ng strai ght ahead due west. It's slightly
confusing. W're actually facing east right now

CHWN. STAFFORD: Yeah, because we're going
fromthe west where the substation is to the east to
where the solar array is, correct?

MR, HAZLE: Yes, that's correct. W're
approachi ng the project step-up substation.

As M. Leach nentioned earlier, there's --
you know, the CEC corridor we're requesting and
anal yzed in the application, you know, expands to the
south here a little ways to provide flexibility wth
where they're going to site that project substation.
Their current plan is to place the substation directly
at the end of the straight segnent where we're show ng
it here in the route tour.

Typi cal substation equi prent bei ng sinul at ed
here, just representative A-franes and a transforner
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wth a control house and chain-link fence encl osing the
subst ati on equi pnent.

The latter part of our route tour will focus
on just giving a quick preview of the key observation
poi nts and vi sual simulations, which we'll cover in
nore detail during the visual resources testinony.

This facility here, we'll cover it in the
recreation section, but this is a private sort of |ike
racetrack area where you could go drive your sports car
on a track and have fun. Private facility, but still a
recreation facility in the vicinity of the project.

CHWN. STAFFORD: How far is that fromthe
corridor?

MR, HAZLE: Qur visual sinmulations say the
di stance specifically. | think it's about a mle and a
hal f, just off the top of ny head.

Again, we'll cover in nore detail here, but
this just gives you a sense for the actual conditions
facing south. As is often the case, the transm ssion
line is in those sinulations, it's just hard to see
agai nst the existing | andscape. And we'll provide a
little bit nmore detail on that in the Exhibit E
t esti nony.

BY MR ACKEN:
Q M. Hazle, if |I could interrupt you for a
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second. Slide 61, which shows this visual sinulation
for recreational viewers fromlnde Mbdtorsports, says it
is approximately 2 mles north of the transm ssion
project. Does that sound correct?

A (MR HAZLE) That's correct.

Q Thank you. Please conti nue.

A (MR HAZLE) Again, facing south, just Kkind
of gives another sense for the open rangeland in the
vicinity of the project. Again, in the latter
sinmul ati ons here you'll get a better view of the
structures as they get a little closer to East Three
Li nks Road t here.

In general, the viewscapes are open with sort
of, you know, |ow to nedi um hei ght nountai ns on the
background vi ew of the topography.

This location is froma ranching facility
near the eastern end, kind of just see the tips of sone
of the wooden H frame structures peeking up agai nst the
tall range -- tall grass there.

CHW. STAFFCORD: That was a sinulation of
what the project would | ook like, correct?

MR. HAZLE: Yeah.

And finally, this is one of the | ocations

where the transm ssion project will cross Three Links
Road and where it wll be nost visibly -- nost visible,
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obvi ously, for the public that drives along Three Links
Road. So we can see the transm ssion structures
mar chi ng of f towards the east here. Those are the
t hree-pol e structures that M. Leach descri bed.
Typically they use the three-pole structures where the
route has to take a turn. And where it's just going
strai ght ahead, they're able to use the two-pole
H-franes.

That concl udes our route tour of the area.
|'d be happy to back up to any specific points, if that

woul d be beneficial to the Chai rnan or the audi ence

here today. But again, we'll cover the visual
resources in nore detail later on in the presentation
and we'll cover the | and use shortly.

CHW. STAFFORD: Al right. Couple quick
questions. So you're going to cross under the SunZ a
and El Rio Sol lines, both of then? It |ooked Iike you
were only goi ng under one of themfromthe tour, but
you went through it pretty quickly. The EIl Rio Sol is
still kind of -- it's less far along than the SunZ a
line is in terms of construction, but you ve been
coordi nating with both of those entities to -- | assune
you' || pass under the 500-kV line, correct?

MR LEACH. If | may, yes. Yes, we wll,
we'll pass under them and we have started that process
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of di scussing crossing agreenents with both of those

pr oj ect s.

CHW. STAFFORD: And just kind of paint a
picture for nme. How -- what will be the cl earance from
the ground for your |line and then what will be the

di stance between your line and the SunZia |ine?

MR. LEACH. M col |l eague here knows the
answer to that, and | can give that to you later, if
t hat' s okay.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Excellent. Thank you.

MR HAZLE: M. Acken, could we break for a
few mnutes? | need to find ny power cord.

MR. ACKEN. Yes. Wll, that's a question for
t he Chai r man.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Yes. Let's take a
5-m nute -- 5- to 10-m nute break and cone back at
10: 00. We stand in recess.

(Of the record from9:51 a.m to 9:58 a.m)

CHWN. STAFFCORD: Quick foll ow up question on
t he pol es before you get going again. The wood
structures, are they nore susceptible to wildfire risk
and is there any wildfire risk in the area where this

line is going?

MR, LEACH. [|'IlIl give you ny personal
comment, but I'"'mnot a wldfire expert, on the
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viability of those poles. But there are occasionally
grassland fires that whip through that area. |It's just
rangel and. And so havi ng gone through a | ot of
wldfires in ny tine being in Colorado, it seens to ne
| ow l'i kel i hood that a wooden pole would be nore
susceptible to just a grass fire than anot her
structure, but we can get you nore infornation on that.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Thank you.

MR, LEACH. But | can give you the follow up
informati on on the crossing.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Ckay.

MR. LEACH. Wen we think about crossing of
our -- of our |ine under SunZia and EIl Rio Sol, there's
two lines that we need to take into consideration: The
static line, that's the fiber line on top, and then the
actual conductor that has sone sag. So you asked the
two heights. The height that we're concerned about
between us and EIl Rio Sol and SunZia is the fiber |ine,
and that's a 21-foot distance between SunZia and a
24-f oot distance for EIl Ro Sol. And then our
ground -- fromthe ground to the conductor is 40 feet
to -- ground to our line and El Rio Sol crossing and
34 feet fromthe ground to our line to SunZia. And
that is follow ng the NESC standard codes that's
requi red by us.
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CHWN. STAFFCORD: So what's the space between
your line and the SunZia |line?

MR LEACH. 21 feet.

CHWN. STAFFORD: 21 feet. ay. And that's
what the standard requires?

MR. LEACH. Yeah. And that is not our
conductor. That is the fiber there.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Okay.

MR LEACH So two different |ines. Does
t hat make sense?

CHWN. STAFFORD: Yeah. So how far apart are
t he conductors then?

MR. LEACH. 40 feet.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Okay. Thank you.

MR. ACKEN: Let the record show he's not
bei ng coached by his | awer, who does not know t hat
answer .

Thank you, M. Chairman, M. Leach, for
getting that foll owup i nformation.

BY MR ACKEN:

Q Now t hat we're back, M. Hazle, |1'd |ike you
to tal k about the public involvenment process for the
project. Provide an overview of activities that were
conduct ed.

A (MR HAZLE) The public invol venent process
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had a goal of introducing the project to property
owners, stakehol ders, and agencies to provide those
parties with the opportunity to | earn about the project
and share information, questions, or input with the
project team |In order to achieve that goal, we set up
a project website with basic informati on about the
project itself, but also wwth a comment forumthat went
directly to project staff.

Additionally, we mailed newsletters with a
map of the project and a basic description of the |ine.
Those newsl etters included a date, tinme, and place for
a public open house that I'll cover in nore detail. W
al so used newspaper advertisenents, we held an
I n- person open house, and of course we nonitored a
dedi cated project tel ephone |line and e-nmil address.
Additionally, there was the requisite notice activities
| eading up to CEC hearings. |'ll cover both the
general open house outreach and al so the CEC notice
activities in ny testinony today.

Q You nentioned the e-mail and tel ephone I|ine.
How were nenbers of the public able to reach the
proj ect teanf

A (MR HAZLE) One -- one good factor about
this project is that, instead of using a project e-mail
that just says, you know, w nchester @wca. com or
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w nchest er @or chcl eanenergy, we actually just included
the direct contact information for one of the

devel opers on the project, Ms. Rachael Taylor, who's
here today. So this is a direct |line and a direct
e-mail for her that the public could get ahold of the
proj ect team very quickly.

The contact information was included in all
of our outreach materials. Al of our outreach
materi als al so i ncluded the project website address.
And as | nentioned before, the project website al so
i ncl uded a comrent forumwhere -- it's just an
addi tional way of getting ahold of the project team
that went directly to a Torch e-mail and woul d be
subsequently distributed to the team

Q Descri be your efforts to informthe public of
the project, including the opportunity to participate
in an open house.

A (MR HAZLE) The first way we got the word
out about our open house was to send an open house
invitation newsletter to key stakeholders in the
vicinity of the project. Those stakehol ders i ncl uded
grazing rights | essees on ASLD | and, public agencies
and contacts including Arizona Gane and Fi sh and
Cochi se County representatives. W also invited Wngs
Over WIllcox, which is an environmental organization
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focused on birds in the area. So that was the scope of
the direct mailer.

And then additionally, we ran an
advertisenent in the Sierra Vista Herald, which is a
weekly publication in the area. W ran that twce
| eading up to the open house itself.

Q Tal k about the open house.

A (MR HAZLE) The open house was, in general,
a poster board fornmat where interested nenbers of the
public could attend and peruse the poster boards at
t heir conveni ence. The boards, we had about 10 of them
set up around the room included nuch of the sane
informati on that we have directly in the CEC, providing
an overview of the |ocation and | and use around the
project. W had comment fornms and sign-in sheets
avai |l abl e at the open house, and representatives of
Torch Cl ean Energy were present.

We did not have any attendees at that open
house, but it was held at the El ks Lodge in WIllcox in
t he eveni ng hours, both of those points being to make
it nore convenient for the public to attend if they
were so interested in attending.

Q So even though no one participated in the
open house, have you received public comments as a
result of the outreach neasures you've undertaken?
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A (MR HAZLE) We've received two comments
since the open house itself. The first was a general
outreach call fromWwWngs Over WI Il cox expressing an
interest in scheduling a neeting with the Torch team
The Torch teamis actively coordinating to nmake that
meeti ng happen and provide that organization with
i nformati on about both the solar project and the
transm ssion line itself.

Additionally, on Monday we received a conment
fromthe Dos S Land and Cattl e Conpany, which is owned
by Jeanne and Scott Stratton. They have a residence in
the area of the project and al so hold grazing rights on
ASLD | and, which the transm ssion project would cross.
M. Stratton's comment was generally in opposition to
t he project.

Wien we received that on Monday, M. Leach
was able to pronptly reach out to M. Stratton and
actually drove down to his ranch outside of WIIcox and
met in person with M. Stratton to hear his concerns
and establish an open di al ogue so that they could
address things on a one-to-one basis.

The comment that M. Stratton provided
t hrough our project website is included with the public
outreach summary, which is WIP-3. So the full comment
Is characterized in Table 1 of that exhibit.
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Q And that exhibit also includes the
applicant's response, is that correct?

A (MR HAZLE) That's correct.

Q M. Leach, M. Hazle nmentioned that as soon
as you received this comment you reached out to the
commenter. Describe your efforts and your outreach as
a result of that.

A (MR LEACH) | nmet with the Stratton famly
yesterday norning and | brought the naterial that was
presented in the open house and presented that
information to themin person and |listened to any
concerns that they had about the project. And that is
now an open dialogue with the Strattons to tal k through
any concerns they m ght have.

Q And it's your understandi ng that the
Strattons have grazing | ease rights on the State | and
that the project will cross, is that correct?

A (MR LEACH) That is correct.

Q And so you intend to continue to interface
wth them particularly as you conplete the State | and
ri ght-of-way process, is that correct?

A (MR LEACH) That's correct. And
coordinating with the State Land Departnment on our
ri ght-of-way and any concerns that the | essee may have
is kind of an inmportant point for us to work through,
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which |'msure is conmmon in these types of projects.

Q Any ot her thoughts before we nove on to the
public notice for the project -- for this hearing
itsel f?

(No response.)
BY MR ACKEN:

Q Ckay. M. Hazle, let's talk about what
noti ce was undertaken for this particular hearing, both
requi red by statute and procedural order.

A (MR HAZLE) Thank you, M. Acken. CQur
application was filed on July 3rd, 2023. O course,
filing the application kicks off the public notice
process, with the first step being publishing the full
noti ce of hearing in a newspaper of general circulation
two tinmes within 10 days. W published in the Herald
Review, which is a related publication and is the
newspaper of record for Cochise County, on July 9 and
July 12. Taking a belt-and-suspenders approach, we
al so published in the Arizona Republic on July 10, just
sort of appreciating the difficulties of targeting
publ ication dates in a weekly newspaper.

Additionally, M. Acken -- or, rather, the
docket control provided the notice to areas of affected
jurisdiction. The areas of affected jurisdiction for
this project are Arizona State Land Departnent and
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Cochi se County. Both of those -- receipt of
confirmation for both of those notices are included in
WP-3 as well and already on the project docket.

The CEC was placed in publicly accessible
| ocations, which were identified in the notice of
hearing itself. For this project we coordinated to
have the CEC application placed at the WIIlcox Public
Li brary. And we confirmed that the applicati on was
received and is out in the |obby, shortly after filing
the application, on July 5th. The screenshot thunbnail
on the right-hand side here is just e-mail confirmation
that the library received our package.

Additionally, we posted two public notice
signs for this project. The |ocations that we sel ected
for the public notice signs were where the transm ssion
line will cross East Three Links Road. That's where
t he project has the nobst public exposure. Photographs
of those signs are included on the right-hand side
here. And again, the photographs are al so included in
WP-3. The sign itself includes a map of the project,

t he case and docket nunber, a link to the project
website, and the date, time, and place of today's
heari ng.

Q Did you use social nedia to informthe public
about this hearing?
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A (MR HAZLE) W did. W ran an adverti senent
t hrough Facebook, which also posts on |Instagram W
targeted the area around the transm ssion line itself,
using a 2-mle buffer around the center line of the --
of the route. That ad ran fromJuly 11 to July 18 and
i ncl uded event details again for today's hearing,
including the date, tine, and place. The ad linked to
the website, where the hearing |link and WebEx |ink are
avai | abl e.

Facebook' s advertising nmetrics indicate that
we reached approximtely 1,100 accounts, w th about
3,800 inpressions. And the Facebook, you know, term of
art "inpressions" basically just neans a view of the
ad. So it appears that we had sonme accounts bei ng
reached multiple tines here with our notification area.

Q And what about the project website, was that
updated prior to the hearing?

A (MR HAZLE) W' ve updated the project
website several tines over the course of the project,
first updating it to include information about the
publ i c open house, which | described earlier.
Subsequently, right after we filed the CEC application,
we posted a copy of the full application directly on
the project website. And then nost recently, we've
posted the notice of hearing, hearing agenda, prefiling
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transcripts and hearing exhibits, prehearing
transcripts and exhibits. And | think that's all of
the points that we've updated on the website. It's up
there now, and it will stay up there through the ful
Committee's hearing. And as soon as we have details on
the full Commttee hearing, we will post those to the
website as soon as possi bl e.

MR ACKEN: M. Chairman, we're going to
switch now to the environnental analysis.

CHWN. STAFFORD: | had a couple quick
questi ons about the |l and use. Looking at the maps in
your Exhibit A, and | ooking specifically at Exhibit
A-2a and A-2b.

MR, HAZLE: 2, okay, existing |and use.

CHW. STAFFORD: Right. GCkay. So if you're
| ooking at that little blue spot there, that's a
resi dence?

MR. HAZLE: Are you on 2a or 2b?

CHWN. STAFFCORD: 2a.

MR. HAZLE: ay. Yeah, the blue sliver
there is single-famly residence, |ow density, but for
practical purposes that's the Strattons' ranch house.

CHWN. STAFFORD: And they're aware of today's
heari ng, obviously?

MR. LEACH. Yes, sir. That's who | net with
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yest er day.

CHW. STAFFORD: And then on the 2b there's
anot her secti on.

MR. HAZLE: That's correct. The bl ue shaded
area was identified as a residence. That location is
also a ranching facility. Sonetinmes it's difficult to
di scern whet her sonething is a permanent domcile or
sort of a ranch hand, you know, tenporary housing
| ocation. But that is also in the vicinity of the
pr oj ect .

CHWN. STAFFORD: And approxi mately how far
fromthe line are those residences?

MR. HAZLE: The Strattons' ranch on 2a is
al nost exactly 1 mle to the northern limt of the CEC
corridor. Again, the CEC corridor is a thousand feet
w de, and current plans are for the line to be in the
center of the corridor.

The latter | ocation on East Three Links Road
bet ween the two crossings, if you bear with ne one
second, is approximately .7 mles south of the nearest
transm ssion structure. And the residence ranching
facility on 2b is represented by a visual simulation
which we'll present when we cover the Exhibit E
testi nony.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Okay. But so for that --
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the one on 2b, you weren't able to identify actual

people who live there, unlike the Strattons in the

ot her ?

MR, HAZLE: Yeah. W sent open house
invitations to grazing |lessees. |If they're a grazing
| essee, they received an open house invitation. | just

don't know, off the top of ny head, which -- which
| essee is affiliated wth that | ocation.

CHWN. STAFFORD: But they were notified of
t he project?

MR HAZLE: W could confirmon a break, yes.

MR. LEACH. | can confirmthat. That
particul ar property is owned by the Klunps, and they
were notified as part of this project and they were
also notified as part of our special use approval wth
Cochi se County.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Ckay. |'mlooking at the
comments provided by the Strattons. It seens that --

it appears to nme that they're nore concerned with the

solar field than the actual |ine.
MR. LEACH: | believe that is correct. I
will also comment that, in having a conversation wth

them they were concerned about recreational vehicles
crossing underneath the line and it bei ng anot her
access point that they need to guard against on their
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| easehold. Seens |ike a challenge that they have out

in that area. So we started a di scussion wth them of

how to prevent that fromjust being an open doubl e

track that notorcyclists and ATVs can just fly across.
CHWN. STAFFORD: Ckay. Thank you.

BY MR ACKEN:

Q And t hose di scussi ons woul d have to incl ude
the | andowner as well, which is State Land Depart nent,
is that correct?

A (MR LEACH) That's correct. The three
parties will need to work together on that sol ution.

CHWN. STAFFCORD: But the residences, they're
built on private |land, not State |and, correct? So
t hat chunk has been carved out from State | and?

MR. ACKEN: And M. Hazle, to answer that
questi on naybe you can use Exhibit A-1la.

MR. HAZLE: Thank you, M. Acken.

Yes, the Stratton |l ocation and the Kl unp
ranching facility are both on private property.
Exhi bit A-1a shows private land is sort of the gray
overlay, with State land as the --

CHWN. STAFFORD: The bl ue.

MR. HAZLE: -- bl ue.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Quick question before we get
into the environnental studies. It says that the --
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Torch plans to acquire a parcel that contains a
resi dence as part of the solar project. That's neither
of the two we just tal ked about, correct?

MR. LEACH. That's correct. That parcel that
you're referencing is the second special use permt
that we received in July.

CHW. STAFFORD: So that's what -- that was
t he change, you taking -- you're purchasing that
property fromthat individual?

VR. LEACH: Yes, sir.

BY MR ACKEN:
Q And so is that -- wthin the boundaries of
the solar project, is that correct?
A (MR LEACH) That's within the boundaries of
t he sol ar project.
CHW. STAFFORD: So that -- so there won't --

that was the cl osest residence to everything, it was

like .7 -- what does it say -- .75 mles fromthe
transm ssion project. But it's closer to the solar
array, nowit's going to be part -- that land wll be

part of the solar facility?

MR, HAZLE: That residence was at the south
end of, | believe it's Pernenter Road. You can see the
| aser pointer on the screen here. There was a section
of land kind of in this, you know, west -- west of
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Permenter Road, which | believe Torch acquired from
t hat individual and added to the project area.
CHWN. STAFFORD: Excellent. Thank you. That
answers ny questions.
MR HAZLE: |s that correct, M. Leach?
MR. LEACH. Yes, that's correct.
CHWN. STAFFORD: Thank you. Pl ease proceed.
MR. ACKEN: Thank you, M. Chairnman.
BY MR ACKEN:

Q So let's go back to the top, M. Hazle. What
envi ronnental resources did your teamevaluate for this
proj ect ?

A (MR HAZLE) W -- we investigated the
environnental resources that are required by each
section of the CEC application. So grouping sone of
the exhibits together, we cover |land use in Exhibits A
B, and H of the CEC application; biological resources
in Exhibits C and D; visual resources in E and G
cultural in E recreation in F, and noi se and
interference inl. And ny environnmental testinony
today is going to follow through each of these topics
in that order.

Q Identify the study area you used to eval uate
t hose resources.

A (MR HAZLE) As we've been seeing on sone of
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t he maps shown previously, we used a 1-ml e study area
around the CEC corridor as generally the limt of our
envi ronnental resources anal yses. W feel that the
1-mle study area captures the sort of diversity of

| andscapes that are present in the vicinity of the
transm ssion line itself.

Q And to be very clear, when you say a 1-mle
study area, that's not 1 mle in total, but 1 mle from
the corridor or the center line?

A (MR HAZLE) Correct. It's a 1-mle radius,
not a 1-mle dianeter.

Q So the study area shown on that map is
approximately 2 mles in | ength?

A (MR HAZLE) Correct.

Q Thank you. Let's dive into | and use and
follow up on sone of the Chairnman's questions. Provide
an overview of jurisdiction, ownership, and | and use --
existing land use in the vicinity of the project.

A (MR HAZLE) Again, | apologize. The
audi ence has heard this a fewtines. But we're in
uni ncor por at ed Cochi se County outside the city of
W1l cox. Blue areas on the maps on this slide are
State Trust | and nanaged by ASLD. Maybe a refinenment
to M. Leach's testinony is that the 5 percent -- you
know, the 95 and 5 percent are of the CEC corridor
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rather than the route itself. So the percentages would
change slightly for the |line, as opposed to the
pol ygon. But vastly -- vast majority is ASLD | and,
wth private property solely inside of the sol ar
proj ect boundary.

The existing |land use in the area as shown in
Exhibit A-2 of the application is generally rangel and
wth sone scattered rural residences and distribution
utilities in the area. The distribution utilities that
are in the vicinity of the transm ssion project,
there's sone existing 12-kilovolt single-phase |ines
runni ng north/south through the sol ar project area and
then nore distribution |ines running east/west
primarily along Airport Road and East Three Li nks Road.

CHWN. STAFFORD: |s that Sul phur Springs, is
that their distribution Iines?

MR, HAZLE: Correct.

The red hatched |ine trendi ng north/south
t hrough the eastern portion of the line is a feature
called the Buffal o Soldier Electronic Testing Range.
That's an area nanaged by Fort Huachuca that's used for
testing what they call electronic and cyber warfare
capabilities. The limts of the Buffal o Sol dier ETR
obvi ously extend well beyond the Fort's boundary
itself. And our understanding is, you know, to the
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extent -- just based on publicly avail able know edge is
that this area is favorable for that kind of testing
because it's electromagnetically quiet, you know, it's
very, very rural.

As |'ll describe in the Exhibit H testinony,
the Torch d ean Energy team has had several neetings
Wth representatives from Fort Huachuca to descri be the
sol ar project and the transm ssion project, and we've
recei ved no feedback about the |line passing through a
portion of the Buffalo Soldier ETR
BY MR ACKEN:

Q When you say you received no feedback, would
it be correct to say that you received no concerns?
A (MR HAZLE) Correct.

CHWN. STAFFORD: You have been in contact
wi th Fort Huachuca about this?

MR HAZLE: That's correct, yes.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Just so |'mclear, the
border -- which side is the range on, to the east or to
the west? |I'massumng it's to the east.

MR HAZLE: No. |It's to the west.

CHWN. STAFFORD: So that residence is inside
t hat area?

MR, HAZLE: Oh, yeah. Yeah.

MR LEACH. Can | provide a little bit nore
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backgr ound?

CHWN. STAFFORD: Certainly.

MR LEACH W -- earlier | referenced that
we' ve done several projects in Arizona. One of those
projects is a hybrid wind/solar facility that is
| ocated several mles away fromthe existing project.
That entire project is |located within that testing
ar ea.

This hatched area is pointing westward, and
it is really the northeasternnost boundary of the
testing area. This whole range originates at the Fort,
and it's a weird polygon that basically heads up al
the way basically to where we are and then it goes back
down towards the Fort.

W nmet with themin 2022, we've also net with
themin 2023 about our project. The sol ar project
itself is outside of the boundary. And there are
currently several 345-kV lines that are in existence in
this area. The Fort has told us they are not concerned
Wth transmssion lines in the testing area.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Now, do they do testing on
things |i ke el ectromagnetic pul ses?

MR, LEACH. Yes, sir. That's ny
under st andi ng.

CHWN. STAFFORD: And the el ectromagnetic
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pul ses do not have an adverse effect on transm ssion
i nes?

MR. LEACH. To ny understandi ng, from ny
know edge, yes, but obviously what they are doing is
classified.

CHWN. STAFFORD: R ght. R ght. But |'mjust
saying, is it not -- do we know -- do we know if that's
sonet hi ng that they do?

MR. LEACH. | had that conversation with the
Fort, asking that specific question, and they said the
transm ssion |line does not inpact their testing.

CHW. STAFFORD: So we don't know what
they're testing, but whatever it is, they' re not
concerned wth the power |ines?

MR. LEACH. The frequency of the transm ssion
line is not inpacting their testing.

CHWN. STAFFORD: And they're not -- they're
not worried about whatever they' re doing inpacting the
transm ssion |lines, correct?

MR. LEACH: Correct.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Ckay. Pl ease proceed.

Thank you.

MR. HAZLE: WMaybe -- nmaybe a perfunctory
remark, but the sort of tan color inside of the 1-mle
study area is rangeland. That's the existing use

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporti ng. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N L O

LS CASE NO. 223 VOLUME | 08/16/2023 57

today, cattle grazing.
The County's zoning district is RU-4, which

is rural use, mninmm parcel size 4 acres. A
transm ssion project is consistent with the underlying
zoni ng and does not require |land use entitlenents on
its own.
BY MR ACKEN:

Q How di d you eval uate planned | and uses in the
vicinity of the project?

A (MR HAZLE) We reviewed the Cochi se County
Comprehensive Plan. As is the case with nost
Conpr ehensive Plans in Arizona, they divide up the
category -- excuse nme -- they divide up the county into
| and use categories, which then have sort of
preapproved zoning districts inside each category.

Oten we'll see transm ssion lines that have

a nyriad of |and use categories fromthe conprehensive
plan. 1In this case, we have one conprehensive | and use
category, which is rural uses. The County
characterizes this category as having | ow rates of
growt h, uni nproved roads, |arge tracts of undevel oped
private and public lands, things of that nature. The
transm ssi on project, and the solar project for that
matter, do not require a Conprehensive Plan anendnent,
and the project is consistent wwth the current | and use
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cat egory under the Cochi se County Conprehensive Pl an.

Q Pl ease conti nue.

A (MR HAZLE) To capture a different aspect of
pl anned | and use or future |l and use, Exhibit H requires
us to identify the known existing plans of state and
| ocal governnents and private entities. |In order to
identify what those plans m ght be, the Torch team
conducted direct outlook -- excuse ne -- direct
outreach with a group of key stakehol ders.

Those stakehol ders are identified on the
slide here. They included Ms. Al anna Riggs from
Fort Huachuca, Cochise County, ASLD. And then the
bottom half of this table are all various utility
representatives, including SunZia and Sout hwest Power
G oup for El Rio Sol, AEPCO or Arizona El ectric Power
Cooper ative, Sul phur Springs, and of course TEP, who is
the interconnecting utility.

Q As a result of that outreach, what did you
| ear n?

A (MR HAZLE) W primarily | earned that there
are -- well, | guess we didn't -- we are aware of two
regional transm ssion lines that wll pass through the
study area and the CEC corridor. W've tal ked about
those sone already today, but they are the SunZia |line
and the El R o Sol transm ssion line. Both of those
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are 500-kV interstate transm ssion |ines between New
Mexi co and Ari zona.

Additionally, as M. Leach noted earlier,
there are sone | ocal upgrades on the TEP substation --
W nchester Substation itself, which technically
constitute a known plan of a private devel oper.

We view the transm ssion project as
consistent with all of the known plans for devel opnent.
And as | stated earlier, we believe the transm ssion
project is consistent with the current | and use, which
is primarily agricultural, cattle grazing, and the
County's Conprehensive Plan planned | and use, which is
to continue it as a -- as rural areas, rural |and uses.
In summary, we believe the project is conpatible with
bot h exi sting and planned | and use.

Q Thank you, M. Hazle. 1'Il let you catch
your breath and get a drink, if you' d |like.

We're going to turn next to biol ogical
resources, which is addressed in Exhibits B, C, and D
of the application. Talk first about an overvi ew of
t he studi es that you conduct ed.

A (MR HAZLE) The biol ogi cal assessnent for
the CEC application happens in a two-step process. The
first is desktop analysis to identify what could
potentially be in the area. The desktop phase invol ves
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pulling a |list of potential species fromU S. Fish and
Wldlife, their 1PaC report, which is the infornation,
pl anni ng, and consultation resource tool fromU.S. Fish
and Wldlife, and then also from Ari zona Gane and Fi sh
Departnent's online environnental review tool.

Wth those reports in hand, we then nove on
to conducting field studies in the area in order to
confirmthe presence of the -- presence or absence of
habitat that are indicative of the species identified
in those two reports.

In general, the biological setting of the
transm ssion line is a sem -desert grassl and
interspersed with small-stature trees, shrubs, cacti,
and patches of junifer -- excuse ne -- juniper. There
are no broadl eaf deci duous riparian habitats and no
i ndi cati on of permanent water features in the vicinity
of the transm ssion |ine.

Q G ven that description of the existing
bi ol ogy of the area, did you identify any areas of
bi ol ogical wealth in the project?

A (MR HAZLE) SWCA did not identify any areas
of biological wealth in the vicinity of the project.
The nearest area of biological wealth is the WI I cox
Pl aya, which is south of 110, about 2.2 mles sout heast
of the project itself. The WIlcox Playa is an
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i nportant site where wintering birds pause and take
refuge. It's sort of fanpbus for being a place where
you can see sandhill cranes, it's identified by the
Nat i onal Audubon Society as an inportant bird area, but
is outside of our 1-mle study area and outside of the
CEC corridor.

Q And you w Il discuss the Playa further in
your testinony, sone of the resources associated with
that, is that correct?

A (MR HAZLE) That's correct, yeah

Q Are there any special status species in the
vicinity of the project?

A (MR HAZLE) W | ook at special status
species generally in two categories: Bald and gol den
eagl es, which are protected under the Bald and Gol den
Eagl e Protection Act, and endangered speci es protected
under the Endangered Species Act.

Wth respect to the first, there are no
characteristic nesting or breeding habitats for bald or
gol den eagles. |Individuals nay pass through the area,
but are not likely to set up nests or a hone base.

Bal d eagl es prefer nesting areas with prom nent perches
wthin, you know, a mle of permanent water features,
and gol den eagles simlarly prefer rugged terrain |ike
sheer cliffs and things of that nature. Neither of

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporti ng. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N L O

LS CASE NO. 223 VOLUME | 08/16/2023 62

those are present in the study area or corridor for the
transm ssi on project.

Wth respect to endangered species |isted,
the project will not inpact any threatened or
endangered species. W conpleted field reconnai ssance
and habitat analyses to confirmthat there are no
habitat indicative for listed species in the vicinity
of the project. And furthernore, through the |IPaC
process, we confirmed that the known popul ati ons of any
potential species are quite far fromthe project
itself. Further detail about those distances is
contained in Exhibit C

There is one Endangered Speci es Act candi date
species, which is basically a category for the Fish and
Wldlife Service to kind of keep an eye on things, but
doesn't have protected status under the ESA, and that
is the nmonarch butterfly. There is mlkweed present in
the vicinity of the project. That's a preferred food
and nesting substrate for the nonarch butterfly.

Per manent inpacts fromthe transm ssion project would
essentially consist of the footprint of structures.

And there is abundant and simlar habitat in the

i mredi ate surroundi ngs of the project. Qur expectation
is that, to the extent any individuals are present in
the area, they would sinply shift to that adjacent
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habi tat during construction.

In sunmary, no ESA-listed species are present
in the vicinity of the transm ssion project and none
woul d be affected by the project.

Q Did the teamconsult with Arizona Gane and
Fi sh Departnent concerning the project?

A (MR HAZLE) We've had ongoi ng conversati ons
wth Gane and Fi sh through their renewabl e energy
project review coordinator. This process started in
April as part of Torch's SUP hearing w th Cochise
County. Gane and Fish -- well, rather, Cochi se County
solicited a conmment letter from Gane and Fish as part
of that process, and we included Gane and Fish's
comment letter directly in the CEC application.

Anmong the standard |ist of best managenent
practices and recommended mitigati on neasures, Gane and
Fish did identify sone concerns about the transm ssion
project's proximty to WIIlcox Playa and encouraged
Torch to use bird diverters and a newer technol ogy
called the Avian Collision Avoi dance System or ACAS,
whi ch uses ultraviolet light to sort of further alert
birds of the transm ssion |ines' presence.

Pronptly after receiving the comment letter
Torch and SWCA held a neeting with Gane and Fi sh staff,
and on May 2nd submtted a fornmal reply letter to Gane
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and Fish. Both of those reply letters are included in
the CEC application. Since May, we've had ongoi ng
e-mai |l correspondence with Gane and Fi sh about the use
of bird diverters and the ACAS system That e-nai
correspondence is included in WIP-6, and | will cover
on subsequent sli des.

It's inportant to note that the biol ogical
mtigation neasures that we do include in Exhibit C of
the application are, in large part, based on the Gane
and Fi sh Departnent coordination and their
reconmmendati ons fromthe April 24 coment |etter.

Q So let's tal k about that letter and Gane and
Fish's request to consider the Avian Collision
Avoi dance System Wat did Torch do in response to
eval uate that potential mtigation neasure?

A (MR HAZLE) Torch C ean Energy engaged a
specialty consulting firmcalled EDM I nt ernati onal
They worked directly wth EDM because that firm has
been i nvol ved in the devel opment of the ACAS technol ogy
and has published several peer-reviewed journal
articles on its application and efficacy. EDM s scope
and mandate from Torch was to investigate the
feasibility of installing ACAS along the transm ssion
project here in Cochise County and to assess for them
whet her it would be, you know, an effective way of
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mnimzing bird strikes wiwth the transm ssion |ine.

EDM concl uded that, because there's no
per manent water features in the imediate vicinity of
t he project, the ACAS system woul d not provide benefits
beyond what regular bird diverters would for the
transm ssion project. So EDM s nain concl usion was the
ACAS system was not warranted, but they did reconmend
the targeted use of bird diverters.

Q Go ahead.

A (MR HAZLE) | was just going to say, if the
audi ence here today is not famliar with bird
diverters, basically they're little reflective tags
that are attached to the conductors thensel ves and t hey
just reflect in the sunlight and, you know, are in use
all around Arizona and understood to be an effective
means of just kind of shooing birds away fromthe |i ne.

Q And you have referenced the EDM report and on
the prior slide, | guess it was Slide 55, identified
where that could be found. It is -- for the record,
l'd like you to confirmthat this is Exhibit CG5a to
t he application, which has been marked for
identification as WIP-1, is that correct?

A (MR HAZLE) That's correct.

Q All right. So next I'd like you to talk
about their recommendation to use bird diverters. |Is
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Torch prepared to do that?

A (MR HAZLE) Yeah. Not only did EDM
reconmmend the use of bird diverters, but they
identified specific |ocations along the transm ssion
i ne where they would be especially effective and
appropriate for the project. So EDMidentified three
sort of span lengths, structure spans.

Q | believe that's on your next slide, Slide
56.

A (MR HAZLE) Excuse ne. Yes. So there's
three | ocations along the transm ssion |ine which are
adj acent to either stock tanks, affiliated wth
ranchi ng activities, or epheneral water features that
are present part of the year. Those are | ocations
where the targeted use of diverters would be
appropriate. And Torch has communi cated to Gane and
Fish that they are planning to install bird diverters
in those | ocations and has further sought to
menorialize that comm tnent by nmaking a nodification to
Condition 6 of the CEC application to specifically note
the use of bird diverters as recomended in the EDM
report.

Q M. Hazle, when you refer to this as a
nodi fication of Condition 6, is it your understandi ng
that this is a nodification of Condition 6 fromthe
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Three Sisters CEC, the case nunber on it is escaping ne
at the nonment, which itself was a nodification of the
standard CEC condition regardi ng Gane and Fi sh
coordi nation, is that correct?
A (MR HAZLE) Yes.
Q Thank you. M. Leach, | want to ask you now.
You see the CEC condition shown on Slide 56. |Is that a
condition that you can support as the applicant in this
pr oj ect ?
A (MR LEACH) Yes, it is.
Q Thank you.
CHWN. STAFFORD: M. Acken, |I'm not seeing
the change to Condition 6 here. Am|l |ooking at the
wWr ong. . .
MR ACKEN:. OCh, I"'msorry. W had wong
nunber. That is -- thank you. That is Condition 5.
So let the record reflect --
CHWN. STAFFORD: Thank you.
MR. ACKEN: -- that should be referring to
standard condition CEC Condition 5. Thank you,
M. Chairman. | was reading the next slide, which is
different.
BY MR ACKEN:
Q Ckay. To that point, let's tal k about
additional mtigation neasures for biological resources
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that are going to be inplenented for the project.

A (MR HAZLE) Using bird diverters is not the
only mtigation neasure proposed for this project.
Torch would also follow the APLIC guidelines in
desi gning the power line, and mainly those are rel ated
to the di stance between i ndividual conductors and
maki ng sure they're far enough apart that |arge birds
couldn't span between the two conductors and
el ectrocute thensel ves.

Addi tionally, Torch would conplete
pre-construction surveys for MBTA protected nests.
They would follow the Arizona Gane and Fi sh
Departnent's guidelines for Sonoran desert tortoise
handl i ng, would conply with the native plant |aw, which
is of special concern for this project since the entire
line is on State land. Torch is conpleting a native
pl ant inventory for the entire I ength of the
transm ssion line. They would foll ow best managenent
practices for controlling the spread of noxi ous weeds
and woul d foll ow appropriate trenchi ng neasures rel at ed
to providing escape routes for wildlife that may find
their way into a construction trench.

Q I n your experience, these are standard
mtigation neasures that are i nplenented for all
projects in Arizona?
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A (MR HAZLE) That's correct.

CHWN. STAFFCORD: | note in the application
that the native plant inventory is planned to be
conpleted in August of '23. How close is that to
conpl eti on?

MR. HAZLE: | believe the fieldwrk has been
conpleted, and the SWCA teamis in the report prep
phase. 1'd be happy to confirm on break.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Ckay. Thanks.

BY MR ACKEN:

Q So sumup for us your eval uati on of
bi ol ogi cal resources.

A (MR HAZLE) Inpacts to biological resources
would be mninmal and, if any, would be restricted to
i ndi vidual s. There are no Endangered Speci es Act
| isted species in the vicinity of the transm ssion
project. And Torch plans to inplenent appropriate
mtigation neasures that are in part based on
correspondence wth Arizona Gane and Fi sh, including
the targeted use of bird diverters. |In summary, the
project is conpatible with biological resources.

Q Thank you, M. Hazle. Next, we are going to
turn to visual resources and take a deeper dive on the
sinmulations that M. Hazle previewed in the virtual
tour. M. Hazle, if you would, describe your analysis
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of the project's effect on visual resources.

A (MR HAZLE) W have, | think, essentially a
t hree-step process for assessing visual resources. The
first step is to identify key observati on points that
are representative of sensitive views in the vicinity
of the transm ssion project. So when we start that
process, our visual teamis thinking about, you know,
what are the permanent vantage points, such as
resi dences or recreation facilities, you know, heavily
trafficked roads that would have an open view of the
project, things like -- things of that nature are sort
of sought out and assessed in identifying where these
key observation points wll be along the project.

The next step is to go in the field and
phot ograph the existing conditions fromthose points.
And then we take those photographs and use conputer
software to superi npose scal ed nodel s of the
transm ssion line itself into the visual settings from
t hose exi sting conditions photographs. | think the
Chai rman and the audience are famliar with that
process, but just for the sake of coverage, that's what
we di d.
The four key observation points that we

identified are shown on the right-hand side of the
screen and are generally along Airport Road or East
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Three Links Road. One of the |ocations on A rport Road
is adjacent to that notorsports facility, which is a
recreation area, albeit a private facility. KOP 2 is
farther to the west along Airport Road and is intended
to represent residential views facing south. KOP 3 is
from--

CHW. STAFFCORD: |Is that near -- 2, is that
near the -- was it the Klunps or the --

MR, LEACH: Strattons.

CHWN. STAFFORD: -- Strattons?

VR. LEACH: Yes, sir.

MR HAZLE: KOP 2 is about a half mle to the
east of the Stratton driveway.

CHW. STAFFORD: And it's about the sane
di stance fromtheir residence to the line itself?

MR. HAZLE: The Stratton residence is about a
half mle south of the nain County road, and our key
observation point is fromthe County road. So it's a
little farther out than the residential structure
itsel f.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Now does -- the house, is
the front door facing south, north, east, west?

MR. LEACH. The front door is facing west,

and there's -- their corral is facing south, and
there's a -- there's a wndow in their house facing
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south as wel|.

CHWN. STAFFCORD: | would assune they woul d
have wi ndows facing every direction in their house.

MR, LEACH. That's a wi ndow facing south from
their house. That's a good question, though.

MR, HAZLE: The first key observati on point
on the slide here is fromthe I nde Mtorsports Ranch.
You can kind of see their facility on the right-hand
side. |It's the existing conditions photo on the top
and the sinul ated conditi ons photo on the south. | can
appreciate that it's difficult to see the sinmulated
structures here, but we're about 2 mles away fromthe
transm ssion line itself.

The other factor that makes the transm ssion
line sort of difficult to discernis that A rport Road
has what we would call a superior view ng angle, which
is a fancy way of saying it's a little higher than the
transm ssion line itself. So the transm ssion |ine
woul d not be skylined agai nst the horizon fromthat
view ng point, and it just blends in further to the
exi sting | andscape because of that sort of relative
posi ti oni ng.

The other feature that makes this a little
bit less visible is that the wooden structure --
two- pol e transm ssion structures tend to have a | ower
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visual profile than sort of the stout gray steel
nmonopol es.

This is Key Cbservation Point 2, which is
representative of the residential properties al ong
Ai rport and East Three Links Road. Again, this is the
cl osest location to the Stratton residence. The
Strattons are a little bit farther to the west here.
Agai n, transm ssion structures are difficult to discern
fromthis vantage point.

Just for the benefit of the Conmttee, this
is a zooned-in view of the sinulated conditions. So on
the top is the sinmulated line. You can see the brown
structures out here on the horizon. And on the bottom
is a color overlay, which, of course, the transm ssion
line itself will not be red or pink, but it's just a
visual highlight for the benefit of the presentation.
And you can see those structures are out there in the
hori zon.

MR. LEACH. And for reference, M. Chairnman,
what you can see there on the left-hand side in the
hori zon is the Apache Generating Station.

CHWN. STAFFORD: | was about to ask what that
was, but thank you. You anticipated ny question. |
appreci ate that.

MR HAZLE: And the Strattons' view would be
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nore akin to the sort of right-hand side of this key
observation point. And | had prepared this
presentation before receiving their feedback, but we
did -- or, we do intend to provide an additional

heari ng exhibit, WP-7, which just has the sane
approach of the zoonmed-in color overlay for the
right-hand side of KOP 2, since that's the nearest view
-- or, nearest representation we would have of the
Strattons' view.

BY MR ACKEN:

Q Do you have that prepared today?

A (MR HAZLE) | do. | could showit now, if
that's convenient.

Q Let's bring up WIP-7. And again, | want you
to clarify what exactly it is, if it's a zooned-in
view, and how representative it would be of views from
the Stratton residence in light of that zooned feature
t hat you're using.

A (MR HAZLE) Yeah. The -- it's hard to
quanti fy what degree of zoomis proportional to, you
know, stepping closer to the line, but zoomng in is
sort of the best we could do between Monday and today.
So this is just sort of the western portion of the
vi ewshed for KOP 2. And, you know, you can see these
hills in the background are sort of the visually
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dom nant feature, and the transm ssion structures are
difficult to discern against that background, and the
hills here do kind of taper down to the west. But we
don't expect the transmi ssion line to be skylined in
this area of the -- sort of in this portion of the
transm ssion |line route.

Q And t he purpose of WIP-7 is to provide a
representative view of the project fromthat one
rancher's residence, what is it, the Swansons?

A (MR HAZLE) Strattons.

Q Strattons. |s that correct?

A (MR HAZLE) That's correct.

Q And in your professional opinion, it does so0?
A (MR HAZLE) That's correct, yes.

Q Ckay. Please continue with your discussion

of the visual sinulations.

A (MR HAZLE) The next key observation point
is fromthe Klunp residences -- or, excuse ne -- Kl unp
ranching facility farther to the west on East Three
Links Road. | didn't do the color overlay breakout for
this slide, but | did just kind of circle the area
where the transm ssion structures are visible in the
simul ated conditions. Overall, we think there will be
a weak to noderate degree of contrast and | ow to nedi um
vi sual inpacts. And the only reason it raises up to
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medi um potential inpacts is because just the tips of
t hose structures woul d be visible.

Key Cbservation Point 4 is from East Three
Li nks Road facing to the east, and this is where the
transm ssion |ine would be nost visible. You can kind
of see the three-pole turning structure that Torch
woul d use where the route takes a jog to the sout hwest,
and then the typical two-pole Hfranes kind of marching
off towards the horizon. Again, because the
transm ssion |line would be visible here, our concl usion
woul d be that there would be, you know, noderate
contrast and inpacts, but would not draw, you know,
undue attention fromviewers driving down East Three
Li nks Road.

Overall, our conclusion is that the project
woul d be conpatible with existing visual resources. It
woul d be a m nor feature on the horizon and generally
blend into the -- blend into the existing | andscape.
The transm ssion project would have | ow vi sual inpacts
to existing scenery and |low inpacts to sensitive
viewers, and overall the project is conpatible wth
vi sual resources.

Q Thank you, M. Hazle. Next we will turn to
cul tural resources, also addressed in Exhibit E to the
application. Describe the cultural resource eval uation
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for this project.

A (MR HAZLE) Torch O ean Energy contracted
wth a specialty firmknown as Chronical Heritage --
t hey' ve recently changed their name, they were
previously known as Paleo West -- to do a Cass |11
cultural resources inventory of the entire transm ssion
line and actually also the entire sol ar project as
wel | .

The entire transm ssion |ine had that
cul tural resources survey, in part, to support their
right-of-way permtting with ASLD. And those field
surveys were conpl eted over the sunmmer, with the report
being issued in early August. Chronical Heritage
submtted the full report to ASLD on August 14. And
ASLD, as part of their agency-to-agency consultation
process, will provide it to the Arizona State Miseum
and to the State Historic Preservation Ofice as part
of the right-of-way issuance.

The cultural survey identified one eligible
site and several isolated occurrences along the
transm ssion line route. |solated occurrences are
basically features that don't neet the Arizona State
Museum s definition for an eligible site and they're
not eligible for further study or preservation under
the State H storic Preservation Act.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporti ng. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N L O

LS CASE NO. 223 VOLUME | 08/16/2023 78

There was one eligible site kind of right in
the transm ssion |line route near the Wnchester
Substation. The applicant has the limts of that site
clearly delineated and built into their transm ssion
line design, and they will fully span that site and
avoid it during construction. So there wll be no
i mpacts to existing cultural resources, and 100 percent
of the CEC corridor has been surveyed for cultural
resour ces.

CHWN. STAFFORD: And that's required because
it's all on State Trust | and, correct?

MR. HAZLE: That's correct.

The State Historic Preservation Ofice has a
requi red checklist for ACC SHPO consultation. W
prepared that consultation letter over the summer,
submtted it to SHPO  And, you know, in concert with
t he Pal eo West report that was submtted to ASLD, SHPO
basically agreed with the results of the survey and
requested that this site, 16:45, which was previously
not evaluated for listing, be -- SHPO recommended t hat
it eligible for listing. That was taken care of in the
Pal eo West report. So SHPO s comments that they
provided to us have been addressed.

BY MR ACKEN:
Q M. Hazle, the correspondence with SHPO i s
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contained in Exhibit WIP-6, is that correct?

A (MR HAZLE) That's correct. That contains
bot h our consultation checklist letter and al so e-nail
correspondence from SHPO s staff.

Q So sunmari ze your concl usions regarding the
project's conpatibility with respect to cul tural
r esour ces.

A (MR HAZLE) Just to reiterate, Chronical
Heritage has conpleted a full coverage survey for the
transm ssion project. One eligible site was identified

and confirned as a result of that survey. Torch plans
to avoid that site in designing and constructing the
transm ssion project. Therefore, the project is
conpatible with cultural resources.

Q Next let's turn to recreation, which is

addressed in Exhibit F, and provide your anal ysis.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Before you npbve on, | have a

qui ck question about Exhibit 6.

MR. HAZLE: Yeah.

CHWN. STAFFCORD: The first page, it has an
e-mail from Caroline Kl ebacha?

MR, HAZLE: Yes.

CHW. STAFFORD: It says, "W have general
comments for this project.” Wat are they?

MR HAZLE: |If you turn to WIP-6, Page 7 of

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporti ng. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N L O

LS CASE NO. 223 VOLUME | 08/16/2023 80

20, the SHPO s comments are in that bold red text.
They just added a comment bubble to the end of a PDF,
and that was attached to their e-mail. So they're
saying, we |look forward to the full report and pl ease
evaluate Site 16:45 for listing. And again, Paleo Wst
addressed Site 16:45 and reconmended it as eligible in
their full report.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Thank you.

MR. HAZLE: Yeah.

Wth respect to recreation resources, this is
sonet hing that we assessed as part of our |and use
inventory for the transm ssion project, there are no
desi gnat ed open spaces or community parks in the CEC
corridor, nor the 1-mle study area. As |'msure
everyone is aware, State |ands are generally not open
to the public for recreation except through a speci al
use permt, and that is also the case for the State
| ands that the transm ssion project would cross.

The nearest recreation facility is the |Inde
Mot orsports Ranch, which we had a KOP from That's a
private recreation facility related to driving sports
cars and woul d not be inpacted by the project.

The applicant does not have any plans to
devel op recreati onal aspects along the project, which
is one of the charges of Exhibit |I that we look at in
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the application itself. Overall, the -- excuse ne.
Not Exhibit I. Exhibit F.
Overall, the project is conpatible with

exi sting recreation opportunities, and that's mainly
based on the fact that no recreation opportunities
woul d be inpacted by this project.
BY MR ACKEN:

Q Thank you, M. Hazle. And finally, your
di scussion and anal ysis of noise and interference,
whi ch is addressed in Exhibit 1.

A (MR HAZLE) For noise and interference we
| ook at that in two general categories: Construction
noi se and operational noise after the project is built.
Construction noise is tenporary and woul d generally
occur during daylight hours. The transm ssion
project -- you know, equi pnent used for construction
woul d generate noi se, but, again, the nearest residence
is about three quarters of a mle away fromthe route,
whi ch woul d provide a good anobunt of distance for that
noi se to dissipate.

During the project's operational phase, we

t hi nk about the sort of corona di scharge, crackling
noi se of the transmssion line. That m ght be audible
where you're directly underneath the transm ssion |ine
as it crosses East Three Links Road, but woul d not be
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audi ble from you know, for exanple, the Strattons
resi dence or other |ocations along Airport Road, East
Three Li nks Road.

The applicant provided nodel results for
electric and nagnetic fields, which are included in
Exhibit I, that just show the anticipated field | evels
based on the current that would be going through the
line both at 345 kV and gi ven the generating capacity
of the line. Those nodel results show that the
electric and nagnetic field | evel s each separately
woul d di ssipate rapidly as you noved away fromthe edge
of the right-of-way. So based on those results,
there's a low -- there's a | ow potential for signal
interference in the area. And as the -- as we
previously described, we've discussed this project with
Fort Huachuca, and they've expressed no concerns about
the transm ssion project.

So our conclusion with noise and interference
is that the project would have | ow inpacts and is
conpati ble with existing conditions.

Q M. Hazl e, based on all of the resource
anal yses you conducted in support of the application
and your testinony today, can you provide your
pr of essi onal opinion as to the environnental
conpatibility of this project?

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporti ng. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N L O

LS CASE NO. 223 VOLUME | 08/16/2023 83

A (MR HAZLE) When | ooking at the total
environnent, the project would have mnimal effects to
exi sting and pl anned | and uses, recreation, visual,
cul tural, and biol ogical resources. The project is
consi stent with | ocal zoning and | and use pl anni ng
docunents. And there is, again, a |low potential to
I npact existing environnental resources.

In nmy professional opinion, and based on our
anal ysis contained in the CEC application, the project
is environnental ly conpatible with the factors set
forth in ARS 40-360-06. The project is also consistent
W th previous projects approved by the Line Siting
Comm ttee.

Q And you have a slide summarizing that on the
next slide, is that correct, Slide 767

A (MR HAZLE) Yeah, got a little ahead of
nysel f.

Q No, that's fine. |s there anything on there
that you didn't already cover?

A (MR HAZLE) No. That concl udes ny
t esti nony.

Q Thank you, M. Hazle.

M. Leach, do you have any concl udi ng
t houghts for the Chairman and for the Commttee, as
sone of themare |listening, and for those that w |l
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review the transcript?
A (MR LEACH) M. Chairman, the fol ks here from

the Conmttee, we sincerely appreciate you all having

this process for us today and presenting to you. It
was our -- what we tried to do in this neeting today
was to provide you the -- denpbnstrate to you a very

mat ure devel opnent that's rapidly noving towards
construction. Wen we talk to our utility
counterparties in PPA discussions, we hear fromthem
we want this project online as soon as possible. And
so we sincerely appreciate the mechanismfor us to
accelerate our ability to apply for the CEC

If we kind of think about sone of the major
devel opnent itens that any project needs to get, we
bel i eve that we have either achieved those m | estones
or we are rapidly concluding them W have all of our
| ands control finalized. W have achi eved our | ocal
permts with Cochise County. W have noved all the way
t hrough the interconnection study process, and the | ast
stage shoul d be concl uded any day now, and rapidly
novi ng towards an interconnection agreenent with Tucson
El ectric Power. As nmentioned, we are in PPA
negotiations for this project. And the last two
remaining itens are the CEC process and finalizing our
right-of-way with ASLD. And so it was our effort today
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to denonstrate a very mature project that is seeking
your approval to advance in this process, and certainly
really appreciate your tine today.

CHW. STAFFCORD: Thank you. | have a few
questions for you. Sone of these have been addressed
already, so don't be -- don't be frightened by the
nunber of tabs.

All right. For the use of the ACAS, that's
the ultraviolet systemto keep birds fromhitting the
line, you point out that the EDM determ ned that they
were -- shouldn't be necessary. The concern was, from
Gane and Fish, wth the WIllcox Playa. That's to the
east of the project?

MR. LEACH. The sout heast.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Sout heast. Ckay. And they
were interested in having those on the line, correct?

MR, LEACH. That's correct, yeah.

CHWN. STAFFCORD: Do you know what avi an
protection equipnent is installed on the existing |lines
there and what's planned to be installed on the SunZi a
and El Rio Sol |ines?

MR LEACH. | do -- | do not know what is on
the existing 345 line that TEP owns and |' m unaware of
what's at SunZi a.

MR ACKEN:. Can | follow up that question?
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CHWN. STAFFORD: Certainly.
BY MR ACKEN:

Q I n your discussions with EDM are you aware
of the use of this technol ogy at any other | ocation
than the Platte R ver, where they have been using this
as a pilot technol ogy?

A (MR LEACH) | amaware that there is only
one pilot project using this technol ogy, so a sample
size of one for this technology, and it's on the Platte
River. So | guess that you could conclude that that
technol ogy is not being used in the existing TEP 345
i ne.

CHWN. STAFFCORD: Yeah, | didn't think it
would be. |I'"mjust trying torecall if it's going to
be on the SunZia, but |I know they go through the --
what's it called? | can't renenber the river it
crosses. San Pedro.

MR. ACKEN:. San Pedr o.

CHWN. STAFFCORD: Right. And that's the

habitat for the larger birds that are the primary

concern for -- | guess they're nost at risk because
they're big and they're clunmsy flyers, | guess | want
to say.

MR. LEACH. |'mnot the expert on flying.

CHWN. STAFFORD: And then | think their
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survey stated there was no Sonoran desert tortoise or
burrowng owls found. But if there are, you'll have to
conmply with the requirenents because it's on State
| and, correct?

VR. LEACH: Yes, sir.

CHWN. STAFFORD: All right. And that's on
C-49. SWCA perforned a survey and they found none of
the burrowing ows or desert tortoises.

I n the paragraphs above that you say that
Torch will remain in conpliance with the Bald and
ol den Eagl e Protection Act and the Mgratory Bird
Treaty Act. Can you give us a little nore infornmation
on what conpliance with those acts entails?

MR. HAZLE: Conpliance with the Mgratory
Bird Treaty Act is conpleted through pre-construction
surveys for nesting birds. So if you start
construction during the particular nesting season for
the MBTA protected species -- and the sort of nesting
season is identified through that | PaC report that we
described. If you start construction during that
w ndow, you have to conplete surveys for nesting birds
wthin 7 days of starting construction. |[If you start
construction outside of that wi ndow, you don't have
t hat sane requirenent.

CHW. STAFFORD: It all relates to the
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br eedi ng season, right?

MR, HAZLE: Correct.

CHW. STAFFORD: So if you're constructing it
out si de the breedi ng season, you don't have to
necessarily do anythi ng, because they're not going to
be there nesting?

MR, HAZLE: That's correct. Usually -- and |
think this would be true for this project as well, that
applicants will survey for those burrowi ng ow s
regardl ess just because the ground-di sturbing
activities could collapse a bird -- could coll apse a
burrow. So sort of the ground surveys for burrow ng
nests are conpleted regardl ess, and then there may be
addi ti onal surveys that are al so conducted in the event
that construction starts during those breedi ng wi ndows.

MR ACKEN. M. Chairman, can | follow up on
t hat one?

CHWN. STAFFORD: Certainly, M. Acken.

BY MR ACKEN:

Q And is conpliance with the Mgratory Bird
Treaty Act, nest surveys, addressed in proposed
Condi ti on 5?

A (MR HAZLE) Yes.

Q And that's sonething that was added
specifically to address that concern?
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A (MR HAZLE) Correct.

MR. ACKEN: Thank you.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Turning now to Exhibit C,
starting on Page 53 and going forward, it's tal king
about those epheneral ponds. And then on Pages C- 57
and 58 there's photographs of those epheneral ponds.
My question is: \Wat are the dates of these photos?
Because it's ny understandi ng of these ponds that
there's -- a good portion of the year there's not going
to be any water in them but in certain seasons there
wll be. [I'mjust curious as to -- do we know when
t hese photos were taken? | nean, they appear to be
full of water or have standing water in them

MR. HAZLE: | believe these photos are
screenshots from Google Earth. W could ask EDM you
know, if they knew the vintage of the photos from
Googl e Earth, sonetines they date the aerial imgery,
but | don't believe that information is contained in
t he EDM nmenor andum

CHWN. STAFFORD: Okay. |'m assum ng that
they're conpletely dry now, in August.

MR. HAZLE: Yeah.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Although, when you get the
little rainfall, it m ght have sone in there. But
typically I"massuming this is going to be |ike spring
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and fall and wntertine, not sumer, when they're going
to have water in themlike this.

MR. HAZLE: Correct. And sone of these
features that we see are stock tanks associated with
grazi ng, and those may have water in them nore often,
you know, for purposes of supporting grazing.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Right. So do the grazing
| essees, do they put the water in it thenselves for the
cattl e?

MR HAZLE: |'mnot sure how that works. |
just know that stock tanks can be an attractant for
birds. That's kind of where ny know edge ends.

CHWN. STAFFORD: And then on Page C-69,
that's -- is that a picture of the Playa or are those
agricultural fields in that photograph to the right?

MR HAZLE: Oh, so the Playa is the
triangul ar shape that's --

CHWN. STAFFCORD: El evated there?

MR. HAZLE: Correct. Yeah. |It's sort of
rimmed by the white boundary. That's the WI I cox
Playa. It was fornerly a bonbing range. Not presently
used for bonbing, but historically has been, yeah.

CHWN. STAFFORD: That's interesting that the
only area of biological wealth anywhere near this

proj ect used to be a bonbi ng range.
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MR HAZLE: Correct. | believe the land is
still owned by the mlitary. |'mnot sure which branch
has managenent responsibilities for it. But you can

see, even on this map here, the Wllcox Playa is --
starting here, you know, the edge is BLM managed, but
then the pink is federally managed |like mlitary | and.
BY MR ACKEN:

Q And for the record, will you identify what
map you are | ooking at?

A (MR HAZLE) Oh, I'msorry. I'mon the
W tness presentation slides in WIP-2, and it's the very
final slide, Nunber 77.

MR. ACKEN: Thank you.

CHWN. STAFFORD: And you're saying that
yellow is the federal governnent controlled area?

MR. HAZLE: Yeah. The WIIlcox Playa -- |
nmean, | guess, you know, a |ayperson m ght draw the
boundary differently. But the yell ow | andownership
here i s Bureau of Land Managenent and the pink
ownership here is mlitary. | guess ny conment was,
just don't know, off the top of ny head, you know,
whi ch agency within Departnent of Defense is
specifically responsible for the Playa area.

MEMBER GOLD: Isn't that Fort Huachuca?

MR HAZLE: | could definitely check on
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break, yeah. It woul d nake sense.

CHWN. STAFFORD: | think -- okay. So Gane
and Fi sh Departnent encourages the use of both bird
di verters and the ACAS system Now, is that what the
Avi an Power Line Interaction Conmttee standard is, to
use the ACAS, or is it diverters or is there a set of
criteria that they use to say, this one should be used?
| ' massunmng that the bird diverter is kind of the nore
common solution that seens to be pretty effective, but
then | think the other one is primarily for birds that
are at risk of collision at night.

MR. HAZLE: Yeah, the ACAS systemis sort of
a nighttine prevention alert. That's the intent of it.

| don't think that the bird diverters, nor
ACAS, are part of the APLIC guidelines. APLIC
gui del i nes are focused on the conductor spacing, things
of that nature, and nore on the transm ssion |ine
configuration. So bird diverters -- Torch's conmm t nent
to use bird diverters goes above and beyond the APLIC
guidelines in that regard.

CHWN. STAFFORD: And then on Page C-49 the
Depart nent encourages Torch to inpl enent
post-construction nonitoring for avian injuries. That
iIs sonething that the applicant intends to do, is to
check -- because that's the thing. Because you have --
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| guess the risk is that the water birds that are
clunkier, that are at higher risk for collisions, that
type of thing -- that was one of the concerns, | think,
wth the SunZia crossing the San Pedro, is that -- are
their flight paths to that -- in that area, are they
going to cross this line. It seens |ike there was not
a lot of data on that. And | think there's a page in
there where you note that there wasn't -- |ike where
EDM noted that there wasn't a | ot of data on that.

MR HAZLE: Right. Yeah, neither Gane and
Fi sh nor EDM have nmapped flight paths for sandhill
cranes. You know, Gane and Fish is always interested
in partnering with applicants. It's just sort of up to
the discretion of the applicant how far to engage on
t hose topics.

MR ACKEN: M. Chairman, | will note from
two prior cases, one is Three Sisters and the other
bei ng SunZi a, there have been di scussi ons about flight
patterns fromthe Playa and during the daytine, and it
is primarily to foraging grounds north of WI Il cox where
there's actually agricultural lands. So that's where
it has been expected to be seen. And | think you can
take adm nistrative notice of that fromthose prior
hearings. Qbviously | can't testify to that, but that
is in the adm nistrative records for both of those

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporti ng. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N L O

LS CASE NO. 223 VOLUME | 08/16/2023 94

heari ngs.

CHWN. STAFFCORD: I n the SunZi a heari ng?

MR. ACKEN: SunZia, as well as the Three
Si sters.

CHW. STAFFORD: And Three Sisters?

MR. ACKEN: Yeah.

CHWN. STAFFORD: So just to clarify, Torch
is -- they wll be inplenenting post-construction
monitoring, | think it says to do it quarterly to
see -- to docunent if you're having collisions with the
i nes?

MR. ACKEN: | think that's a question for
M. Leach.

MR. LEACH. Yes. Yes, that is correct.
BY MR ACKEN:
Q And again, M. Leach, woul d you consi der that
a requirenment pursuant to Condition 5 as proposed,
which is to continue coordination wth Gane and Fi sh
concerning wildlife -- on other issues concerning
wildlife?
A (MR LEACH) Yes, | concur.
CHWN. STAFFORD: Ckay. And then you
menti oned there's going to be sone upgrades necessary
to the substation for the interconnection?
MR. LEACH. Are we going to be upgrading the
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W nchester Substation?

CHWN. STAFFORD: Yeah. It says, on H 2, that
applicant is aware that, to interconnect the
transm ssion project to the |ocal regional grid,
necessary interconnection upgrades are required by TEP
at its Wnchester Substation. Can you give us kind of
a general idea of what -- | nean, you're still doing
the engineering for it, | assunme. So can you give us
ki nd of a general idea of what your -- what these
upgrades entail that we'll be | ooking at?

MR. LEACH. Yeah, I1'll try to provide the
best description. |In the original facilities study
that was conducted in 2021, the design for the
interconnecting facilities was to build out a new bay
to the north in an open field of the -- in the
fenced-in part of the Wnchester Substation. The now
optim zed route, based on our understanding in
conmuni cation with TEP, is to use an existing bay that
is already constructed, but to put in the correct
equi pnent so that we can land our line onto it, and
then adjust their existing infrastructure so that it is
rel ocated to another part of the substation.

CHW. STAFFORD: Well, | think that is it for
my questi ons.

I'"mgoing to look to ny fell ow Menbers who
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attended the hearing and ask themif they have any
questions that they would |Ii ke to ask.

MEMBER GOLD: | have one.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Menber ol d.

MEMBER GOLD: | believe you're quite close to
Fort Huachuca with your lines. | know you're
coordinating wth Fort Huachuca.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Speak | ouder, please. The
court reporter is having trouble hearing you.

MEMBER GOLD: OCh, | believe they are very
close to Fort Huachuca and are coordinating with Fort
Huachuca, which is the intelligence center for the
United States Arnmy. They do experinent on el ectronic
equi pnent, and |I'm sure you have or wll continue to
coordi nate that their electronic testing will not
interact with your lines. |'maguessing that is
correct.

My question is: In the event of sone type of
calamty, because Fort Huachuca would be a nmjor
target, are you considering anything al ong those |ines,
when you coordinate with Fort Huachuca, how that could
af fect you?

MR, LEACH. Are you okay if | face this way
sol can -- 1I'll turn this way.

MEMBER GCLD: Fi ne.
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MR. LEACH. | think in the general category
of those types of events with our projects and the
safety of the facility, that is sonething we take very
seriously because, obviously, any event |ike that both
could be problematic and traumatic for our project, but
also the interconnecting grid, right, at the Wnchester
Subst at i on.

And so as reflected earlier, we have been
goi ng through a series of studies since 2019 to kind of
review all of those standards and review all of the
i npacts that this project could have on the grid, and
so that has been -- in part of -- the concern that
you' re expressing, and also the overall grid stability,
our ability to interconnect the project has been
studied in light of kind of those things. And so a
specific act of terrorismat Fort Huachuca, we would
have certain protections in place that woul d di sconnect
our project fromthe grid to isolate it.

MEMBER GOLD: You have thenf? You --

MR, LEACH W will --

MEMBER GOLD: -- already have considered
t hat ?

MR. LEACH. Yeah, we will -- we will be able
to di sconnect our project fromthe grid.

MEMBER GOLD: Fast enough to...
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MR. LEACH. As fast as the standard currently
exi sts, right.

CHWN. STAFFORD: That assunes that all the
equi pment wor ks properly too, correct?

MR. LEACH. That's correct.

CHW. STAFFORD: | seemto recall a
transfornmer fire --

MEMBER GOLD: Circuit breakers work on
speeds, lightning arresters work on speeds --

MR. LEACH. Exactly.

MEMBER GOLD: -- and what |'m concerned w th
wor ks on a faster speed, and you are aware of that?

MR LEACH. So 1I...

MEMBER GOLD: What the Chairman had al | uded
to earlier in one of his earlier coments,
el ectromagneti c pul se.

MR. LEACH: Yes, sir. Yes. That is
certainly sonething that we're aware of that we need to
be famliar with and to be aware of.

MEMBER GOLD: And that is sonething you are
taking into consideration with this project?

VR. LEACH: Yes, sir.

MEMBER GOLD: Ckay. Thank you.

CHWN. STAFFCORD: Thank you, Menber Col d.

Anyone el se?
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Menber Little, | see you on the screen. Do
you want to ask a question?

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman, thank you.

| -- as you know, | amtrying to figure
out the 10-year plan information as provided to the
Staff in -- and howit applies to the BTA. And | would
li ke to ask the applicant why they did not file a
10-year plan until this year, when they started
studying this project sone tinme ago.

MR. ACKEN: Thank you, Menber Little. This
is Bert Acken. 1'd be happy to answer that, because |
think 1it's a | egal question.

The i ssue of when to file a 10-year plan is
tied to the definition of do you have a transm ssion
line or not. You know, you don't file a 10-year plan
if you don't have a jurisdictional transm ssion |line.
And so what you have -- what you find on the vast
maj ority of these projects is, they don't know, when
they go into the queue process, what transmn ssion |ine,
if any, they're going to need. And so |l can't file a
10-year plan unless and until | know | have a
jurisdictional transmssion line as that termis
defi ned under Arizona statute.

And so that happens after the submttal of a
system i npact study quite often. And you wll see,
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many, nmany projects that go into the system i npact
study process are never before the Conm ttee because
they don't have jurisdictional transm ssion |ines.
They have no obligation to file a 10-year plan, and
that's -- and so -- but again, the trigger for the
10-year plan is, do | have a transm ssion |ine as that
is statutorily defined by Arizona law. Once | have
that, yes, we file a 10-year pl an.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Menber Kryder, | al so see
you on the screen. D d you have a question you'd |ike
to ask?

MEMBER FRENCH: Nothing fromne. Thank you.

CHWN. STAFFORD: All right. Does the court
reporter need a break at this point?

MEMBER DRAGO. M. Chairman.

CHW. STAFFORD: Yes. Onh, that was Menber
French that spoke, | believe.

Yes, Menber Kryder, | see your hand. You are
on mute.

MEMBER GOLD: He's tal king, but we're not
heari ng him

CHWN. STAFFORD: Yes.

MEMBER KRYDER: The ranching characteristics
and i ssues that are involved here are, of course, ny

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporti ng. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N L O

LS CASE NO. 223 VOLUME | 08/16/2023 101

concern. And | heard the applicant tal k about

negoti ations with the Arizona | and managenent for that
Arizona | and, and I was wondering if they could -- they
said that this |looked like it was going to be conplete
by the end of 2023, which is great news. | was
wondering, what are the limtations that you're
currently facing and is it reasonable to believe that
they will be negotiated successfully before the end of
2023? Could you speak to that, please?

MR LEACH | will touch on it, and | can
follow up with additional information if | mess up sone
of the dates.

We have been in communication wth the
Arizona State Land Departnent for quite a while on the
right-of-way. And so when we are forecasti ng when we
think we're going to conclude that process, it's based
off of working with them on a nunber of our other
projects, as well as being in constant communi cati on
wth the Departnent on this project.

In order for us to kind of get to that final
ml| estone with ASLD, there's a nunber of studies that
we need to performand a survey that we need to
perform which we are in the process of doing. And so
| can follow up with additional detail on the exact
next steps that we need to conclude here, but it is ny
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understanding that at this point we are holding to our
schedul e.

MEMBER KRYDER  Thank you very nuch.
Qobviously, | don't want to get between you and the | and
managenment corporation and specifying the specifics.
It's just that we're now m d- August, and you had
indicated this was going to be conplete and all ready
to go by the end of the year, and so we're | ooking at
five and a half nonths on a good day, and you're
telling me that you're in negotiation on other projects
as well. And | just amconcerned that we |l ook at this
and say, well, let's go forward, because you said it's
going to be happening by the end of 2023. But ny
concern is, will it happen by the end of 2023 or w ||
t he can get kicked up the road agai n?

MR, ACKEN. So froma | egal standpoint, |et
ne take a swng at it, and then M. Leach can provide
sone additional context on why his teamis confident in
that date. And also, | mght ask himto explain kind
of the zen of devel opnent and how you have to work
t hr ough vari ous approval processes.

|'ve been siting projects before this
Committee for 20 years, and |I've sited a ot of them
And we bring projects in at different stages of
devel opnent, different stages of approval, and we do so
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based on the site-specific factors of each project and
a |l evel of confidence that we're going to get the
approvals that we need within the tine frane we need

t hem

Now, sone of the projects that | brought
before this Commttee have taken a | ot | onger than we
t hought; others have noved very quickly. And so, you
know, there are projects that cone in that don't --

t hat need a NEPA process and haven't started it. There
are projects that need a NEPA process and have
conpleted it. There's projects that need State Land
approval and still need to acquire it. And so -- but
all of that has to be coordi nated by the devel oper onto
their best guess and their best -- and their

determ nati on based on their experience of how do they
get to done.

And what you heard today is you've got a
project that -- its custoners need it online as quickly
as possible, and two of the things they need are a CEC
and a State Land right-of-way. And they're going to do
what they have to do in order to get State Land to get
t hat approval by the end of the year. They're working
wth them now They're confident they can do it. The
ot her piece that we need is the CEC

And what |'ve told Commttee Menbers in the
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past who have expressed sone reservations about, well,
what happens if we go before the federal governnent or
we go before State Land. And ny response to that is,
each one of you has your own i ndependent role and

i ndependent vi ew and your independent voice. And so,
frankly, it's helpful for this applicant and ot her
applicants in their State Land negotiations to say,
we've got the CEC. Now all we're waiting for is the
final approval, because the Corporati on Comm ssion and
the Lite Siting Commttee have already said this is a
good project, it's environnentally conpatible, and it
shoul d nove forward.

So we want you to have your voice and not to

say, well, we want to wait until others have made their
determ nation. | think this body has a | ot of
credibility in siting. | nean, that's its role. And
so when it speaks, | do believe State Land |i stens,

do believe the federal governnent listens. And I'm
menti oni ng federal governnent; we don't have that here,
thankfully. But certainly | think it is inportant to
State Land that -- when they hear, oh, wow, this
project is ready, that will help us on the State Land
ri ght-of-way process.

But with that, M. Leach, any further
t hought s you m ght have?
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MR. LEACH. Yeah, | just -- | want to make it
kind of crystal clear that when | refer to other
projects, those are projects that are currently in
operation right now. So we have worked with State Land
really since 2014 to have our projects devel oped and to
get themon State | and, and so our experience with ASLD
iIs what's governing a |lot of the schedule that we are
reflecting here today.

MEMBER KRYDER  Ckay. Basically what | heard
you say is, we've done a lot of this and we think we
can get it through by the end of the year. Quite
truthfully, that's a weak read, but 1'll stop wth ny
questioni ng, because apparently you don't have anyt hi ng
further to offer. And | understand negoti ati ons, and
you can't tell what the other side is going to do.

But what | heard you say was that you have a
| ot of projects that you' re negotiating with the State
| and managenent, you basically know how t hey work and
what they're going to need, and you have ful
confidence that it will be finished by the end of 2023.
Did | hear you correctly?

VR. LEACH: Yes, sir.

MEMBER KRYDER  Thank you. | have anot her
question, then, M. Chairman, if | can proceed.

CHWN. STAFFCORD: Pl ease, Menber Kryder.
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MEMBER KRYDER. |I'mfollow ng up on Menmber
Gol d' s questions about the Buffalo Soldier ETR  And
he, being a retired mlitary officer with a fairly high
rank, certainly knows a great deal nore about it than I
woul d. And |'ve never been on Fort Huachuca, and I
beli eve that Menber Gold has spent a fair anount of
time there.

But | was a bit taken back when | read in the
docunents that | have that -- |I'm| ooking at Page H 1
and it says, Ms. Riggs stated that the el ectromagnetic
testing teamdid not identify any "conflicting plans in
the area of the transm ssion project.”

That's great. Can you get that in witing or
did you get it in witing or do we have sinply
Ms. R ggs' statement to one of your staff?

MR ACKEN: It's in witing.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ch, | didn't see it in the
docunents | had.

MR. ACKEN. W provided -- we provided an
excerpt. | can | ook at perhaps -- perhaps we can nark
it as WIP-8, if we can pull it today before the public

comrent period. W nay need to redact sone information

t hat may be sensitive given the -- given the Base's
operations, but that lineis in witing and | do
bel i eve we can docket -- file that.
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MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. |Is there -- you have a

docunent in hand? Are we talking about 50 words or 500

wor ds?

MR ACKEN. Well, it's part of a larger
e-mail, and so | would want to go back and make sure
that there isn't anything that is -- that we cannot
docket in a public docket. So |I may need to redact

sone information, is ny point.

MEMBER KRYDER:  Many thanks. | will | ook
forward to that.

Fol | ow ng sone --

M. Chairman, may | proceed?

CHWN. STAFFCORD: Do you have nore questions,
Menmber Kryder?

MEMBER KRYDER: | had one nore question.

CHW. STAFFORD: All right. Please ask it.

MEMBER KRYDER Okay. This is in regard to
the Dos S Cattle and Land questions or nmaterial that
you presented. And, again, it may be that | overl ooked
it. And so if so, please correct ne, soneone. But I
didn't see the list of their concerns. | heard you
state that they had concerns and you had tal ked with
t hem personally, and | believe | heard that soneone had
made contact with themin the |ast few days. Wat -- |
represent the ranching or the agriculture in the state
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of Arizona. And so | was wondering, what are the
concerns of this Dos S Cattle and Land Cor poration?
Can you share those with us or is that not possible?

MR. ACKEN: No, we can share that, and it's
actually in the record. And what |I'm going to have --
|'mgoing to have M. Hazle explain where it is found
in the record. And then just to kind of rem nd what
the record said, this was a -- or, what the testinony
said today is this was a comrent that was received on
Monday. M. Leach then nmet with them Tuesday nor ni ng,
and so he imediately nmet with them

So you have two things: You have the witten
conmment letter that M. Hazle is going to provide sone
addi ti onal context on, and then you have M. Leach's
nmeeting that he provided testinony on. Wat we did not
want to do was try to paraphrase their coments, and so
we included themin their totality, and so they are
part of the record.

But with that in mnd, M. Hazle, | guess I'm
going to ask you to paraphrase them

MR HAZLE: M. Kryder, Menber Kryder, the
comment from Scott Stratton is included in Exhibit
WIP-3, which is a sunmary exhi bit of public outreach
activities and public comments. Inside of that exhibit
M. Stratton's comment is fully included on Page 3.
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And we have sort of the left-hand side, which is the
Stratton comment, and then the right-hand side, which
is the applicant followup. So I guess | can

par aphr ase - -

MEMBER KRYDER:  Can you post that for ne?

| *' m digging through the paper that | have and -- excuse
me, | didn't nean to interrupt you -- but it would help
me to try to see if you' ve got a docunent that | can

actually look at. And I think it mght be hel pful for
t he audi ence in general if we could see that.

MR HAZLE: Ckay.

MEMBER KRYDER. Ckay. There we go. G eat.
Let ne just -- let ne just read for a nonent.

MR. HAZLE: Bear with ne one mnute. Ckay.
| apologize. |1've lost the -- can you -- probably want
to zoomin on that a little bit, which is
under st andable. GCkay. So here is M. Stratton's
conmment on the left and the applicant's foll owup on
the right-hand side.

MEMBER KRYDER. Ckay. Let ne just read
quickly, if I mght. Thank you. That's very hel pful
Scroll down just a bit nore, if you could, please.
There we go. Thank you.

Thank you very nuch. That's very hel pful. |
have no further pushback on that. M. Chairnman, |I'm
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silent for the nonent.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Thank you, Menber Kryder.

Wth that, we are approaching the noon hour.
| assune you would like to give a closing, M. Acken?

MR ACKEN:. M. Chairman, | think I would
like to just give a brief one today. This is a bit
uni que, right, because you were going to ask for
briefing, which is a closing inits own right. So I
woul d i ke the opportunity to nake a qui ck handful of
comments if we could do that before the lunch. 1'd
hate to break before that.

CHW. STAFFORD: That's fine. Pl ease
pr oceed.

MR. ACKEN:. GCkay. Thank you. Again, | want
to thank the Chairman and so many of the Committee
Menbers who participated today. |I'mreally -- as a
team we're very grateful for that. As | nentioned
earlier, we're grateful for the opportunity to present
this to you now in this process.

I'malso grateful that so many Menbers of the
Committee cane here today and were able to ask
questions of interest to themto help us build a robust
record. And | think, and |I'm hopeful that you wll
agree, that what you have before you is an excell ent
record both with respect to environnmental conpatibility
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of this project and then, of course, the need for --
the urgent need for it.

Wth respect to environnmental conpatibility,
you heard the testinony fromM. Hazle that there are
no anticipated inpacts to nost of the resources that
are evaluated, that includes recreation, cultural. And
t hen you have your standard considerations with respect
to noise and interference during construction, but
not hi ng el se there.

Bi ol ogi cal resources. You heard the
testinony of M. Hazle, no habitat fragnentation. This
isn't -- the area where the transm ssion line is going
to be located is not an area of biological wealth or
likely to be popul ated by special status species on a
per manent basi s.

And t hen when you coupl e both the standard
mtigation measures that every applicant undertakes to
ensure environnental conpatibility, plus what this
Torch team has done, which | hope is understood -- from
nmy perspective, it goes well above what the standard --
what many applicants wll bring. Listening to Gane and
Fish -- listening to Gane and Fish saying, we'd |ike
you to consider the ACAS system Taking that and not
di scounting it, but saying, you know what, we're going
to look into that and we're going to the experts.
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We're going to get the teamthat actually devel oped the
technology and is using it in the pilot project and
we're going to ask themfor their opinion. And that's
what Torch did.

And then to get that information back, to
make the commtnents to use the bird diverters where
appropriate, as recomended by EDM to provide that
information with Gane and Fi sh, and as you heard
M. Leach say today, that ongoi ng coordi nation with
Gane and Fish, will ensure protection of biol ogical
resour ces.

On | and use, again, this is an excellent
project. The nearest residences are seven tenths of a
mle away. This is alnost entirely on State Trust
| and, and so will provide benefits to the State Trust
t hrough fundi ng that goes to our schools, so that is
al ways a positive. And then, of course, the excell ent
thing about this transmssion lineis that it is a
conpati ble use wth existing grazing all ottees who use
that area. So conpati ble | and use, additional nobney
for the schools, all positive things.

Wth respect to public outreach and the
concerns of the surroundi ng residents, again,
think -- I wsh every applicant had the story to tel
that the Torch team does, which is: On one day they
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hear a concern; on the next day M. Leach is driving
down to Wllcox in the norning to neet with them and
talk with them and have those di scussi ons, understand
their concerns, and start the dialogue that's necessary
to address them which we do believe we can and we w ||
primarily through, again, the State Land ri ght-of - way
process. So we wll work with the grazing allottees
and the | andowner, the State Trust to ensure there is
limted access and address their concerns about
trespass. So we hope that that addresses that concern,
but we understand, you know, it's still a concern of
t he nei ghbors, and those comuni cations w il continue.

And then finally, on the project itself, you
heard the testinony from M. Leach about how this
project is ready. It is in the very |late stages of
devel opnent; that's, again, why we're here. It has
al nost everything it needs in order to break ground.
This is one of the very few remaining itens, and we
respectfully request that you grant us a CEC so that
they can proceed with this project, which is -- which
is going to bring great value and a significant anount
of resources to this southern region and utilities in
that area that are crying out for it right now So
t hank you very nuch.

CHWN. STAFFCORD: Thank you, M. Acken. |
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bel i eve your witnesses nentioned this earlier, but you
have -- the planned in-service date is 20247

MR. ACKEN: That's construction start 2024.

CHW. STAFFORD: And then in-service for '25?

MR. LEACH '25, possibly the first half of
' 26.

CHWN. STAFFCORD: Okay. Thank you. D d you
want to -- what el se do we need to address before we
take a break? And I think all we have to cover is the
briefing schedul e and adm ssion of the exhibits.

MR, ACKEN:. Yeah, | want to nove ny exhibits,
because | forget. So if | could nove Exhibits WIP-1
through 7, all of which have been di scussed by our
W tnesses in a prior -- | previously referenced them
| " m happy to go over themagain, if you' d like, for the
record.

CHW. STAFFORD: No, that's fine. Exhibits
WIP-1 through 7 are adm tted.

(Exhibits WIP-1 through WIP-7 were adm tted
into evidence.)

MR, ACKEN:. Thank you.

CHWN. STAFFORD: | understand that you may be
i ntroducing the -- an Exhibit 8?

MR, ACKEN: Yes.

CHWN. STAFFORD: A redacted version of the
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correspondence from Fort Huachuca.

MR. ACKEN:. Thank you. And we will see if we
can nmake that happen even before the public comrent
period this evening. | wll try.

MR. LEACH. W can do that.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Now for the briefing

schedule. | think one round of briefs wll cut it. |
think the transcript wll be ready by Monday. |'m
goi ng to base that -- because the |ast hearing that

concl uded on a Wednesday, the transcripts were ready
the foll owi ng Monday. And how nuch tine do you need to
prepare your brief, M. Acken?

MR. ACKEN:. M. Chairman, at nobst, a couple
weeks. Again, what's nost inportant is getting this
heard by the Commttee in a tinely manner. As we
mentioned in the prehearing, very nuch we would I|ike

the Commttee's consideration of this at sonme point in

Septenber. And so | would say, | will not be the
hol dup. It's however nuch tine you want the Conmttee
to have to review that prior to your neeting, |I'll make

t hat happen.

CHW. STAFFORD: All right. How about
Sept enber 4t h?

MR. ACKEN:. Septenber 4th is a holi day.
Sept enber 1st wor ks because --
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CHWN. STAFFCORD: The 1st? Ckay.

MR. ACKEN: Yeah. W'Ill be -- we'll be
spending tine together in another hearing then.

CHW. STAFFORD: All right. So
Sept enmber 1st.

Is there anything el se we need to address
bef ore we take a recess?

MR. ACKEN:. | have nothing. Thank you,
M. Chai r man.

CHW. STAFFORD: Al right. Well, the only
thing | eft outstanding, then, would be your Exhibit 8.
Everything el se is concluded. | think naybe we cone
back -- | think we should probably cone back at 5: 00,
and then we can tie up any | oose ends and then head
straight into public coment at 5:30.

MR, ACKEN:. Sounds good. Thank you.

CHW. STAFFORD: Wth that, we stand in
recess until 5:00 p.m Thank you.

(Of the record from11:59 a.m to 5:00 p.m)

CHWN. STAFFCORD: Now is the tine for taking
care of |l oose ends. | believe we have a coupl e
addi ti onal exhibits, M. Acken.

MR. ACKEN: Thank you, Chairman. Yes. W
want to nmake sure the record is conplete with
exhibits that were di scussed and prom sed earlier
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t oday.
BY MR ACKEN:

Q So the first one is already admtted and it
was presented on the screen. And M. Hazle, if you can
pop that up again. This was the zooned-in sinulation
that is representative of the view fromthe nearby
ranchi ng residence. And M. Hazle, if you could, for
the record, rem nd ne the nane of them again.

A (MR HAZLE) That's the Strattons.

Q Strattons. Thank you. | will get it third
try. GCkay. So that is 7, and that was previously
adm tted, but we have handed out hard copies to the
court reporter and the Chairnan.

Nunber 8, WP-8, is a new exhibit.

And | see that Menber Kryder is with us.
Thank you, Menber Kryder, for com ng back and sti cking
wth us. This is an exhibit that is responsive to your
request for a fuller flavor of the correspondence wth
Fort Huachuca.

And so for this, M. Leach, would you m nd
just kind of summarizing, for the record, what this is
and confirmthat this is an e-mail chain between Al anna
Ri ggs of Fort Huachuca and your coll eagues, Rachael
Tayl or and Sara Born, is that correct?

A (MR LEACH) That is correct. This is from
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the fol ks on the Torch team

Q And there was an excerpt fromthis that said
-- that we provided earlier referencing no conflicting
plans in the area of the project. Do you recall that
testi nony?

A. (MR LEACH) Yes.

Q And woul d you | ook at the e-mail that's dated
Monday, June 12th, 2023 from Al anna Ri ggs to Rachael
Tayl or and Sara Born. Do you see that?

A (MR LEACH | do.

Q And do you see that full text of that e-nail
that includes that one excerpt in that e-nail
transmttal ?

A. (MR LEACH) Yes.

Q And the rest of that e-mail trail is
correspondence from Rachael Taylor to Al anna regarding
the project and the request for input as to the Fort's
existing plans, is that correct?

A (MR LEACH) That's correct.

MR ACKEN:. So with that, M. Chairnman, we
woul d ask the admi ssion -- or, offer the adm ssi on of
WI'P- 8.

CHWN. STAFFORD: WP-8 is admitted.

(Exhibit WIP-8 was admtted into evidence.)

MR. ACKEN. Thank you, M. Chairnman. |
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believe that's all the cl eanup we have.

Qbvi ously, Menber Kryder, if you had
foll owup questions for our wi tnesses on that, happy to
addr ess t hose.

(No response.)

MR. ACKEN: Thank you.

CHWN. STAFFORD: And then one nore thing. W
had tal ked about the ACAS for the lines and | had asked
about what the status was with nearby lines, | believe,
and you referred us to the SunZia matter, which is Line
Siting Case 171, and the Three Sisters case, which is
Line Siting 215. W can take official notice of the
records in those cases and the transcripts. | reviewed
t hem on the break.

The Three Sisters project is using the ACAS,
and the SunZia is using bird diverters for the mddle
-- for the San Pedro, but they are going to -- they're
| ooking into using the other ones for -- | think
they're going to deploy those at the mddle R o G ande,
which is described as a higher risk. And there was
quite a bit of discussion in the transcript of SunZ a
about the risk for avian collision with lines primarily
having to do with having themtravel frequently froma
nesting place to a feeding place directly across the
i ne.
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MR. ACKEN:. Thank you, M. Chairnan, for
that. I'mglad ny recollection was pretty close to the
mar k.

CHW. STAFFORD: Yes. Al right. And
finally, the brief will be due Septenber 1st.

MR. ACKEN: Yes.

CHWN. STAFFORD: And then -- so anything

further?

MR, ACKEN. No. Thank you so much.

CHW. STAFFORD: Wth that, we will recess
until 5:30, when we will reconvene for public coment.

We stand in recess. Thank you.

(Of the record from5:08 p.m to 5:30 p.m)

CHW. STAFFORD: It's now 5:30. Now is the
time set for public coment for Line Siting Case 223.

| see we have a M. Scott Stratton on the
line. Can you hear ne, sir?

MR. STRATTON: Yes, sir. | can hear you
fine. Thank you.

CHWN. STAFFCORD: You're calling to make
public comrent, sir?

MR, STRATTON:. | beg your pardon?

CHWN. STAFFORD: You are calling in to nake
public comment, correct?

MR. STRATTON: Yes, sir, I'd |like to provide
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sone comments.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Pl ease proceed.

MR. STRATTON: You're ready now?

CHWN. STAFFORD: Yes.

MR. STRATTON: |'mgetting sone feedback.
Maybe it's on ny end.

My nane is Scott Stratton. MW famly and |
own and operate a beef cattle operation here in Cochise
County. The proposed transnmi ssion |ine would cross,
east to west, about 3 and a half mles of our State
grazi ng | ease.

I guess our biggest concern would be the
vi ewshed from our ranch headquarters. This
transm ssion line is within -- proposed wthin three
quarters of a mle of our headquarters, and it's --
esthetically it will make an inpact. The power |ine
woul d be visible in the towers. And one of the
concerns --

| should note that |I did neet with Scott
Leach, he's a principal wth Torch Energy, yesterday.
We di scussed many of our comments, issues. | thought
it was a productive neeting, but | wanted to echo ny
concerns and issues here this evening.

Nunber two issue, concern would be that the
proposed transm ssion line -- at |east on Torch's video
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on their website for the project, the power |ine would
go right over one of our nost reliable dirt tanks. And
t hat concerns us, just the fragnentation there, for
wildlife and for our animals. Cattle can be flighty to
new t hings. And, you know, they nay get used to it
over tinme, but it is a concern of ours.

Nunmber three would be any new roads that are
going to be needed in association with the construction
of the power |ine and/or naintenance. That includes
any new gates. So we calculated four to five gates
woul d be needed for access to the proposed power |ine,
and that's an i ssue because it just adds nore to the
ranch's mai nt enance and, you know, checking gates,
maki ng sure people close gates, keeping cattle where
they're supposed to be, as well as any erosion or soil
conpaction related to the constructi on or mai ntenance
of the power I|ine.

Again, there's potential trespass issues.
People are allowed to recreate and hunt on State | ands
wth a permt; although, especially in this part of the
world, that's not enforced. And | know that's not the
Comm ssion's issue, but there is potential to add to
the recreation issues that we face as an operation
already. And then the habitat fragnentati on associ at ed
w th new roads and OHV, nore traffic on those roads.
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Particularly for the antel ope popul ation on the ranch
and adj acent ranches, that would be of concern, and
t hen just any subsequent resource damage associ at ed
wth those new roads.

Four, just as a -- just being here in Cochise
County, close to WIllcox, | just have concerns that any
of the power that's generated fromthis proposed sol ar
field -- right nowit's scheduled to go out of the
community, even the county. | know there's sone pretty
prom sing talks with | ocal power providers that they
may use sone of that power generated here locally. You
know, for now, though, it's ny understanding that's not
a concrete deal. And, again, our concern is, you know,
why woul d we favor this project if it's benefiting
peopl e outside of our conmunity and our county.

And | guess the fifth concern or issue that
we have is, the solar field is planned to go on native
grassland habitat. And | understand it may not be as

productive as sone ot her rangel ands, but, you know, I

guess that's in the eye of the beholder as well if
that's where you ranch. | know nost of it's private,
but there is sone State land there as well. And | just
think that there are -- especially if the power is

| eaving the community and the county, there are denuded
sites, alternate |ocations for that solar field and the
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power generation.

Those are ny comments. | appreciate your
time hearing ne, and |I'd be happy to answer any
questi ons you nay have.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Thank you, M. Stratton.
That concl udes your public conmment ?

MR, STRATTON: That's it, yes, sir. Thank
you.

CHW. STAFFORD: Thank you very much. It's
been transcribed. It's part of the record now.

Are there any other nenbers of the public to
conmment on this application?

(No response.)

CHWN. STAFFCORD: There's no one el se on
there, M ke?

MR, VALLADAO. There's a Rachael Taylor. |Is
t hat --

MR. ACKEN:. She's --

MR. VALLADAO That's part of -- okay.

Nope, nobody here.

CHW. STAFFORD: Well, there's -- currently
there are no callers, and | don't believe anyone has
shown up to this building for coonment. W will check
on that. R ght now we'll go off the record, and we'll
conme back on if soneone is here to comment. We will
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keep the public coment session open until at | east
6:00 to allow people tine to call in or visit us. So
wth that, we will go off the record.

(Of the record from5:37 p.m to 5:52 p.m)

CHW. STAFFORD: We're back on the record. |
see we have a new caller. It says "NA" by your nane.
Coul d you pl ease identify yoursel f?

They're nuted. |Is that you nuting them or
that they're nuted?

MR. VALLADAO W cannot unnmute them W can
send a request, which | did. |If they're on a
tel ephone, it would be star 6 to unnute. |If you're on
a conputer, just hit the little red m crophone and it
w |l unnute.

CHW. STAFFORD: Hello, caller, with the nane
NA next to the call information. You are on nute, and
if you are trying to speak we cannot hear you. |If
you'd |li ke to make public coment, please unnmute
yourself and identify yourself.

MR. VALLADAO CGuess not. They're gone.

CHWN. STAFFORD: They didn't respond?

MR. VALLADAO They did not respond.

CHW. STAFFORD: Did they |eave the neeting?
| don't see themon there.

MR. VALLADAO. Yes, they left.
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CHWN. STAFFORD: Well, it appears that no one
el se desires to nake public coment at this time. |
guess we can go back off the record and see if anybody
el se shows up.

(Of the record from5:55 p.m to 6:00 p.m)

CHW. STAFFCORD: We're back on the record.
We're not seeing any new callers for public comment.

M ke, can you check with downstairs to nake
sure no one has shown up physically?

MR. VALLADAO Yep. Be right back.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Thank you.

MR. VALLADAO Nobody.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Nobody? Al right. There
are no nore callers and no one has shown up in person
to nmake public conmment.

M. Acken, is there anything else we need to
cover before we adjourn?

MR. ACKEN. M. Chairnman, not on behal f of
the applicant. Again, we thank you. Thank you for
this process and the opportunity to present this case.

CHW. STAFFORD: Al right. Well, thank you
very much.

And t hank you, M. Stratton, for your
comrent s.

W will close this now and then |I'Il| expect
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your brief by Septenber 1st and then this matter wl|l
be put on an agenda for a future neeting for the Line
Siting Committee to cast its final vote on the CEC
Wth that, with we are adjourned.

(The hearing adjourned at 6:03 p.m)
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STATE OF ARI ZONA )
COUNTY OF MARI COPA )

BE IT KNOMN that the foregoi ng proceedi ngs
were taken before ne; that the foregoing pages are a
full, true, and accurate record of the proceedings all
done to the best of ny skill and ability; that the
proceedi ngs were taken down by ne in shorthand and
thereafter reduced to print under ny direction.

| CERTIFY that | amin no way related to any
of the parties hereto nor aml in any way interested in
t he out cone hereof.

| CERTIFY that | have conplied with the
ethical obligations set forth in ACIA 7-206(F)(3) and
ACJA 7-206 J(1)(9)(1l) and (2). Dated at Phoeni x,
Arizona, this 18th day of August, 2023.

[0 i o

KATHRYN A. BLACKWELDER
Certified Reporter
Certificate No. 50666

I CERTIFY that d enni e Reporting Services,
LLC, has conplied with the ethical obligations set
forth in ACIA 7-206(J)(1)(g)(1) through (6).

e o

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC
Regi stered Reporting Firm
Ari zona RRF No. R1035
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